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Bundesrat approves unification 

BONN CAP)— The Upper House of Parliament approved a treaty Friday 
th ar d ears th e wa y for unity with East Germany on Oct 3 despite a 
warning that unification will be costly for West Germany . All 11 West 
German Mto represented in the Bu nde s r a t approved the unification 
treaty. Ow day eaxher the document was ratified by the Bundestag, 
parliament's lower house, and by the East German parliament 
acts as the formal document uniting the two Genuanys. and reconciles the 
vastly differing legal systems of both nations. Although the Bnndesrat 
members^ ggve^ their formal blessing to the treaty, they stressed their 
worries about the high costs of unifying with their economically troubled 
neighbour. Bremen Mayor Klaus Wedemeier, a member of the opposition 
So^ Democrats, reiterated demands that Chancellor Helnrnr Kohl 
quickly tell the voters whether tax increases wffl be needed to finance 
unification. Kohl s government in recent days has changed h changed ttua 
tax bikes won t be needed, saying they should be enacted as aUstrejort. 
The Social Democrats would like to see Kohl openly admit the need for 
tax hikes before united German elections are held on Dec. 2. 
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Iran ready to work for Gulf peace’ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani called 
for peace in the Gulf Friday saying Iran was ready to work to achieve it. 
Rafsanjani, speaking ahead of a visit to Tehran by Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad, told worshippers ax Friday prayers in Tehran that Iran did not 
seek revenge against Gulf war foe Iraq, or Kuwait which supported it with 
money. “We are not after revenge and despite the whole lot of aggression 
against us, we are willing to help establish peace in the region through our 
Islamic role," Iran's official news agency IRNA quoted him as saying. The 
restoration of regional tranquility was “vital necessity." Rafsanjani said. 
Rafsanjani, whose comments contrasted with a more hardline anti -U.S. 
stance taken by Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, called for 
a complete Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. He denounced the deployment 
of U.S. and other forces in Saudi Arabia and called for “the exit of ali 
outside forces” from the region. Khamenei said last week the fight against 
U.S. forces in the Gulf amounted to holy war. 
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Crown Prince, 

Ecevit discuss Gulf 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former Tur- 
kish Prime Minister Bulent Ece- 
vit paid a brief visit to Jordan and 
left for home Friday. During the 
visit, Ecevit was received by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to discuss Turkish- Arab 
relations and the Gulf crisis 95 
well as Jordan's continued efforts 
to defuse tension in the Gulf. 
Ecevit, who arrived here from 
Baghdad met with Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein to discuss the 
Gulf situation. 

Iraq to allow 
in Arab expatriates 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Iraqi 
government is allowing all Arab 
nationals with permits to reside 
and work in Iraq or Kuwait to 
return to their places of work as 
of Thursday, Sept. 20, until Ocl 
23. A statement in Baghdad said' 
that those who fail to return by 
the deadline will risk losing their 
right to return at all, according to 
a report in Al Ra’i Friday. The 
report quoted an official at the 
Iraqi embassy in Amm an as 
saying that the new measure ap- 
plies to all Arab nationals, even 
those who left Baghdad and 
Kuwait after Aug. 23 and those 
who were formerly banned from 
returning to Iraq and Kuwait on 
Sept. 4. 

SPA denies 
deportations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) has denied 
reports that the Saudi govern- 
ment had deported 50 Jordanian 
families in view of Jordan’s stand 
with regard to the Gulf crisis. 
Reuters quoted the Saudi agency 
as saying that reports ana 
rumours about such deportation 
were groundless. 

Hawatmeh in Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.)— Nayef Hawat- 
meh, bead of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) left Amman for 
Baghdad Thursday after taking 
part in a general conference by 
representatives of various Arab 
political groups in Amman to 
voice solidarity with the Iraqi 
people. A DFLP spokesman said 
that Hawatmeh’s visit to Baghdad 
was intended to show solidarity 
with the Iraqi people. 

Cheney in Spain 

MADRID (R) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney began 
talks on the Gulf crisis and 
NATO issues with his Spanish 
counterpart Nanas Serra Friday. 
Cheney, in Spain for 24 hours on 
a visit originally scheduled for 
July, was also due to meet King 
Juan Carlos and Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez. The United 
- 1 States announced Tuesday that it 
: -fl would begin to dose 127 overseas 

- ’ : "j bases and reduce operations in 23 
vi '■ others next year in response to 
. r wanner East-West relations and 
budget pressures at home. Eleven 
■ i - < bases in Spain will be affected. 
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Hizbolfah, Amal 
renew clashes 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Rival 
Shi’ite militias' , vying for control 
of their 13 uriilin-strong com- 
munity, battled in South Lebanon. 
■Friday, security sources said. 
Three people were wounded in 
the fighting. The sources said 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God) and Syrian-backed Amal 
militiamen fought with machine 
guns, mortars and artillery in the; 
strategic Iqtim Al Toufah moun- 
tainous ridge, some 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut. The dashes were. 
the latest in a series of violations 
of a ceasefire brokered earlier 
this month, by Iran and Syria. 

French 'volunteer' 
delegation in Iraq 

NICOSIA (AP) — A delegation 
erf French “volunteers” has ar- 
rived in Baghdad to stay at Iraq's 
“vital installations" as a gesture 
of peace, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said Friday. The agency 
said tiie French were “guests of 
the Iraqi people,” the same term 
applied to Western men held at 
military and other strategic loca- 
tions in an effort to prevent an 
attack on Iraq by U.S. and other 
military forces. INA reported the 
French delegation said it sup- 
ported Iraq- 


Taher accuses Tapline of 
breaching terms of agreement 

S. Arabia cuts off 
oil supply to Jordan 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan confirmed 
Friday that the Saudi' Arabian 
Tapline company has stopped 
pumping crude oil to tire King- 
dom as of midnight Sept. 19, 1990 
with only six hocus warning. 

“On Sept 19 at 6:00 pan. the 
Jordanian government received a 
letter from tire Tapline company 
that said because of tire govern- 
ment’s delay in payment of the 
sum requested in full... it has 
stopped pumping oD through the 
Tapline fine as of midnig ht of the 
day..., ” said Minis ter of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Thabet Al 
Taher in a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The minister said the company 
demanded payment of $46 mil- 
lion — $40 million for crude oQ 
supplied to Jordan in the second 
half of 1985 and $6 million for 
crude oil supplies in June 1990. 
The Tapline company requested 
payment the same day the gov- 
ernment received the letter. 

According to the minister, Jor- 
dan replied to the company’s 
payment demand in a letter, 
winch said that payment of tire 
$40 mfflion was ordered cancelled 
by King Fahd and “as to tiie $6 
million, tire minister of finance 
has ordered immediate pay- 
ment.” . 

Hie minister accused the com- 
pany of breaching tire terms of 
tire agreement by stopping tire 
flow on tins manner. “(This) runs 
tire agreement between 


tire government of Jordan and the 
Tapline company,*' Taber said. 
“The accord specifies that in case 
of payment delays, interest would 
be calculated within a rate speci- 
fied in tire agreement,” he added. 

Jordan has signed an agree- 
ment with the Tapline company 
to supply the country with about 
a miDion barrels, to be received 
at a rate of 35,000 barrels per day 
— half of the Kingdom’s daily 
requirements — to compensate 
for the loss of Iraqi oil blocked by 
United Nations - imposed sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. Jordan 
reduced its oil imports from Iraq 
from 83 per cent to 40 per cent 
after Riyadh promised to provide 
at least half the Kingdom’s needs. 

Taher said tire Jordanian gov- 
ernment was paying all the direct 
and indirect costs which tire Ta- 
phne was mnnrmg to operate the 
line and that Jordan had paid for 
this purpose $120 million. 

An official, who insisted on 
anonymity, said the Saudi com- 
pany used the “pretext” to bade 
payments to cut off the oil. 

Another official said Jordan 
has protested to the Saudis about 
the decision. “We should have 
been given six months' notice 
instead we were given six hours," 
die official said. Hie official 
noted King Fahd had said Jordan 
would be exempt from payment 
“but obviously this was reversed 
for political reasons.” 

Although finan cial matters 
were cited for tiie Saadi decision, 
analysts see the action as a dear 
political message expressing 


Saudi Arabia’s anger towards 
Jordan, where popular sentiment 
is running high in favour of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. His 
Majesty King Huseein has said he 
opposed the Iraqi occupation and 
annexation of Kuwait but he has 
also criticised the U.S.-led milit- 
ary build-up in Saudi Arabia. 

The Saudi decision has come 
immediately after Amman hosted 
a conference of predominantly 
leftist groups. 

A parliamentarian said the fact 
that the gathering was under the 
King's patronage could have been 
misunderstood by some coun- 
tries. “I am sure the Saudis do 
not understand that this a demo- 
cratic society and people have the 
right to express their views. The 
King's position is dear.” 

Jordan has been complying 
with the global trade ban against 
Baghdad with the exception of ofl 
imports, which Iraq provides to 
the Kingdom at a concessionary 
price of $16.4 per barrel com- 
pared to the maket price of over 
$31. Minister of Finance Basel 
Jardaneh said Wednesday that 
Jordan’s imports of Iraqi oil was 
an interim solution until suitable 
alternatives could be found. He 
said Saudi Arabia was providing 
oQ to the Kingdom but tire terms 
of the trade were not yet dear. 

Jordan has sought compensa- 
tion and waivers for applying 
sanctions against its major trad- 
ing partner. The finance minister 
said that Jordan faced economic 
collapse unless it received sub- 
stantial amounts of financial aid. 


U.N. to 
appeal for 
Jordan aid 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — 
The UN. Security Council was pre- 
paring Friday to appeal for interna- 
tional assistance for Jordan, which 
has suffered economically since im- 
plementing the trade embargo a gamy 
Iraq. 

The Security Council deferred final 
approval Thursday of the letter 
asking the U.N. secretary general to 
implement recommendations for 
'helping Jordan and a council source 
said the delay was over relatively 
minor points of language and the 
letter, Which promises no specific 
sum, would probably be completed 
Friday. 

Jordan told the council's sanctions 
committee a month ago that it needs 
grams totalling $641 million to cover 
immediate requirements for four 
months, as well as oG and related 
products on coocessionary terms to 
replace supplies normally ob t a in ed 
from Iraq. 

Jordan also said ' it would face 
animal losses totalling neatly S2 
billion. 

In response, the sanctions commit- 
tee drafted a report recommending an 
appeal to all states to provide Jordan 
with immediate technical, financi a l 
and material assistance. 

Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar would be asked to assess the 
problems faring Jordan and to make 
suggestions for ap pro pria te remedies. 

The letter being considered by the 
council in private consultations would 
ask Perez de Cuellar to implement 
these and related rec o m m en d at i o ns . 


Oil prices end week 
near nine-year highs 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
prices were ending a turbulent 
week near their highest in nine 
years after Iraq said it was pre- 
pared for war. 

Market analysts saw potential 
for further gains even if there is 
no fi ghting — oil remains scarce 
because of U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq and Kuwait and the northern 
winter is getting closer and with it 
higher demand. 

Yet companies and govern- 
ments, fearing the war of words 
will turn to actual conflict, are 
hoarding petroleum stocks. 

“The oil companies are holding 
99 days forward stock,” said 
Sheikh Ahmad Zal ri Yamani, for- 
mer Saudi Arabian oil minister. 

“If they reduced this to the 
EEA minimum of 90 days, they 
could have $21 oil," he told re- 
porters Thursday night in Am- 
sterdam during a week when the 
world benchmark crude oil. 
North Sea Brent blend, was 
quoted as high as $36.50 per 
barrel for prompt loading. 

The board of govern n ore of the 
International Energy Agency 
(TEA), the West's oil -“watch- 
dog," meets in Paris Sept. 28 for 
the third time since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait Aug. 2. 

. Yamani is among market 
watchers who say Western gov- 


ernments should now use the 
IEA to promote more use of oil 
stocks, despite natural reluctance 
to draw on them as long as fear 
persists that war may engulf the 
Middle East oil fields. 

Pump prices for refined oil 
products are rising especially in 
Europe and Asia — European 
gasoline barge prices hit all-time 
highs this week of $430 per tonne 
compared with around $290 Aug. 
2 _ 

Scarce supplies since two big 
Kuwaiti refineries stopped work 
and strong Asian demand has 
tightened the market. Petrol is 
making the unusual journey to 
Europe from the Americas. 

On the crude oD supply front. 
OPEC is making up at least three 
million barrels daily of some four 
million lost from Iraq and 
Kuwait, industry executives re- 
port. 

But there is a shortage of refin- 
ing capacity to process the 
heavier grades of crude oil which 
it is providing. Some European 
refineries are shut for pre-winter 
maintenance. 

Gas oil prices look extremely 
' strong with material being sucked 
into Asia and the Mediterranean 
from northwest Europe. Gas oQ 
includes a range of heating and 
transport fuels. 


King to continue consultations 
with Arab leaders on Gulf 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein has returned home from 
Morocco, where be took part in a 
mini Arab summit aimed at for- 
mulating an Arab peace initiative 
to solve the Gulf crisis. 

There were no details available 
on the summit, which was 
attended by King Hassan of 
Morocco and Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid. But in a mes- 
sage sent to the Moroccan 
monarch King Hussein said thar 
consultations would continue. 

After departing Rabat, King 
Hussein sent a cable to King 
Hassan, thanking him for the 
hospitality and care accorded to 
him and the Jordanian delegation 
accompanying him, and express- 
ing appreciation to him for pro- 
viding a great opportunity for him 
to meet with him and with Ben- 
jedid at “this critical stage.” 
The King noted that "the cur- 
rent stage which the Arab World 
is going through requires full 
understanding and joint Arab 
efforts capable of safeguarding 
the Arab Homeland and the fu- 
ture of its generations.” 

The King said that the talks in 
Rabat reflected tbe Arab leaders’ 
interest to safeguard the Arab 
message and to enhance the role 
Arabs can play in finding solu- 
tions to their problems." 

He added that tbe three leaders 
will pursue their contacts and 
efforts to safeguard Arab rights 
and interests^t this critical time 


when it is facing challenges inhe- 
rent in the post cold wax era." 

Both Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) have 
been seeking to lay the basis for an 
Arab peace initiative to avert a milit- 
ary confrontation in the Gulf. 

Analysts said that securing the sup- 
port of Morocco, which has sent 
troops to join the U.S.-led forces in 
Saudi Arabia, for any Arab peace 
initiative could help bridge the wide- 
ning differences within the Arab 
ranks over the Gulf crisis. 

Although Morocco has lent its sup- 
port for the Western military build-up 
in the Gulf, King Hassan has made 
some critical statements in the French 
press about the deposed Kuwaiti 
royal family. 

Arab analysis said that King Has- 
san might be willing to support, or at 
least not oppose an Arab peace initia- 
tive to appease popular criticism in 
his country against Western interven- 
tion in the region. 

But both Jordanian and Palestinian 
efforts appear to be confronted with 
opposition by some Arab countries. 
PLO officials in Tunis accus e d some 
Arab countries of obstructing its 
peace efforts in the Gulf. 

"There are certain Arab and fore- 
ign circles who are trying their best to 
block an Arab political solution to the 
Gulf crisis which the PLO and other 
Arab countries are working for," 
Bassam Abu Sharif, advisor to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat told Reu- 
ters. 

“The PLO is seriously involved in 
efforts to find common grounds for a 
political solution that will save the 
region from a catastrophic war," Abu 
Sharif said. 

He did not name any specific Arab 
country, but Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak has reportedly called on 
the U.S. to take action against Iraq. 


Although tbe PLO has not dis- 
closed its initiative, Palestinian offi- 
cials have said that the organisation 
was seeking the replacement of Iraqi 
forces in Kuwait by Arab peace- 
keeping forces and bolding an inter- 
national peace conference to solve all 
of the conflicts in the region. 

Abu Sharif said that there was no 
hope m solving the Gulf crisis without 
implementing ah United Nations re- 
solutions concerning the Middle East. 
“The Security Council could not use 
different criteria in dealing with the 
Gulf and 23 years of Israeli occupa- 
tion." he said. 

Efforts to establish a link between a 
solution for the Gulf crisis and a 
settlement for the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict have not picked up substantial 
international support yet. 

A PLO delegation, which is cur- 
rently visiting Moscow was trying to 
secure a Soviet commitment to the 
convening of an international confer- 
ence to solve tbe Gulf crisis and the 
Middle East problem. 

Some Palestinian sources said that 
the PLO was hoping that the Soviet 
Union will take a stronger position 
against further U.S. -led military build 
up in the Gulf. 

Members of the PLO delegation in 
Moscow said that they had been given 
official assurances that the Soviet 
Union would not restore diplomatic 
ties with Israel unless it agreed to an 
international peace conference. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member, player 
down an apparent warming of rela- 
tions between the Soviet Union and 
Israel. 

“Since we have been in Moscow, 
officials told us relations between 
Israel and the Soviet Union will not 
be restored unless Israel agrees to an 

(Continued on page 4) 


Baghdad 
reports 
air space 
violation 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Friday that two warplanes 
coming from Saudi Arabia bad 
penetrated its airspace and 
ranged np to 10 kilometres inside 
the border before turning back. 

A military communique on 
Baghdad Radio said the incident 
occurred at 12.14 p.m. Baghdad 
local time (0814 GMT) Thursday. 

It did not give the type or 
nationality of foe aircraft, which 
violated foe Iraqi airspace at a 
triangle where the Saudi, Jorda- 
nian and Iraqi borders meet. 

A U.S. military spokesman in 
tbe Gulf region, Michael Sher- 
man, said: “No U.S. aircraft 
violated Iraqi airspace.” There 
was no immediate comment from 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Iraqi broadcast, monitored 
in Nioosia, quoted a military 
spokesman as saying: 

"Two aircraft coming from 
Saadi Arabia penetrated foe Iraqi 
airpsace at foe border triangle of 
Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia at 
12.14 p.m. on Thursday Sept. 20, 
1990. 

“They ranged seven to 10 
kilometres inside Iraqi territory, 
at an altitude of 9,500 metres and 
a speed of 1,040 kilometres per 
hour." 

The spokesman provided no 
other details on foe incident, foe 
third violation of Iraqi airspace 
reported by Baghdad since U.S.- 
led multinational forces assem- 
bled in foe kingdom after Iraq's 
takeover of Kuwait Aug. 2. 


EC proposes to tighten Iraq siege 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — The 
European Community (EC) com- 
mission Friday proposed new me- 
asures to tighten the trade embar- 
go imposed by the 12 member 
states against Iraq and Kuwait. 

The measures include extend- 
ing the embargo to include ser- 
vices snch as transportation, con- 
struction work, engineering and 
consulting. 

If approved by EC foreign 
ministers, the measures could 
force companies from the trade 
bloc foat have continued work on 
construction and engineering pro- 
jects in Iraq to abandon their 
work. 

Several EC concerns, tnduding 
Patch canal-dredging companies, 
have continued working in Iraq 

despite the embargo imposed fol- 
lowing Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
its neighbemr. 

In a statement, tiie commission 


said it proposed the moves “to 
assure foe total effectiveness of 
foe embargo.” 

The proposal also called for 
explicit authorisation by EC 
members for Kuwaiti public com- 
panies controlled by or operating 
under that the toppeld govern- 
ment to continue their activities. 

The measures also called for 
shorte ning a fist of medicines that 
can be exported under foe embar- 
go. The commission proposes 
that medical products that can be 
used for anything other than 


medical purposes be deleted from • against Iraq. 


Kuwait under the embargo 
loophole for emergency huma- 
nitarian aid to be cleared first by 
the community. Those food ex- 
ports could only be distributed 
free of charge, to avoid commer- 
cial gain for exporters. 

The official said the proposal 
had been submitted to EC gov- 
ernments, which could approve it 
within a week. 

Att the United Nations, tbe 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council are still drafting 
a resolution on an air embargo 


the fist 

A commission official, who 
asked not to be named, said tbe 
EC does not know of any cases of 
abuse of medical products under 
the embargo. He said the mea- 
sure was preventive. 

The measures would require 

any food exported to Iraq or 


As cosultations went ahead, 
diplomats said a vote Friday was 
possible but unlikely and some 
even predicted foe measure could 
be delayed past the weekend. 

Passage of the resolution is 
virtually assured because only foe 
big five — the United States, 
Britain, France, the Soviet Union 


and China — have veto power in 
the 15-nation council. 

But several ambassadors from 
non-aligned countries, sensitive 
to being taken for granted by the 
five, told Reuters late Thursday 
they did not want to be stam- 
peded into a quick vote. 

“This time we don’t want to be 
pushed, this time it's too serious 
and we want to study the docu- 
ment also,” said Malaysian 
ambassador Ismail Razali. 

According to one aide in the 
five-power talks on an air embar- 
go, legal experts in Washington 
and other capitals have pored 
over the document and produced 
some new language, described as 
“a lot bits and pieces but not 
something very serious .’ 1 
The resolution aims to tighten 
any loopholes in foe worldwide 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iraq toughens 
hardline stand 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Iraqi Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCCj urged Iraqis Fri- 
day to steel themselves for "foe 
mother of all battles" but made 
dear Iraq would not fire the first 
shots in a Gulf war. 

Its statement, vowing foat Iraq 
would not retreat in foe Gulf 
crisis, heightened war fears 
around foe world and sent stock 
prices down and oil prices up on 
international markets. 

But diplomats and military ex- 
perts in Baghdad saw no sign of 
imminent hostilities, some sug- 
gest foe door was still ajar for a 
negotiated solution to the crisis 
sparked by Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait, a move that has 
sparked a huge buildup of U.S. 
and allied forces. 

Iraqi Television interrupted its 
normal programmes, breaking 
into an Egyptian film shortly after 
midnight to broadcast the state- 
ment, tbe toughest since foe crisis 
began. 

It made no mention of peace. 


political solutions or an Aug. 12 
proposal by Baghdad to link a 
withdrawal from Kuwait to a 
settlement of Middle East’s other 
problems, including the Israeli 
occupation of territories. 

Instead, it said that Iraq was 
prepared to fight for its princi- 
ples. "Let everybody understand 
that this battle is going to become 
the mother of all battles. There is 
not a single chance for any re- 
treat..." 

Hie statement repeatedly said 
that the expected battle would 
take place on Iraqi soil — Kuwait 
is now considered Iraq’s 19th 
province — and was clearly based 
on the assumption of an attack by 
a U.S.-led multinational force in 
Saudi Arabia and around foe 
Gulf. 

The statement, which de- 
nounced U.S. President George 
Bush, Saudi Arabia's King Fahd 
and President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt, said Iraq would fight foe 

(Continued on page 5) 


Curfew 

in Gaza 

after 

Israeli 

soldier’s 

death 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli soldier 
was killed in a violent protest by 
Palestinians on foe first day of the 
Jewish new year after his car hit a 
donkey cart and injured two 
brothers in a Gaza Strip refugee 
camp, foe army command said 
Friday. 

The Gaza Strip commander 
Shmuel Zucker, said the soldier 
was on his way Thursday to join 
his unit in the Gaza Strip when he 
'apparently accidently entered 
Bureij refugee camp." 

Zucker told Israel's army radio 
that the soldier's car was stoned 
and added: "As he continued to 
drive he collided with a donkey 
cart, apparently because of the 
stoning, wounding foe two youths 
on the cart." 

The commander said the car 
then got stuck. 

“The stoning continued and 
during foe stoning the soldier was 
killed," Zucker said. 

The Palestinians then set the 
car ablaze. The soldier's charred 
body was recovered from the 
burned vehicle, foe army spokes- 
man's office said. 

The soldier was the 12th to die 
in foe Palestinian uprising. 

Israel’s ruling party sought to 
recall parliament from its new 
year break Friday after the inci- 
dent. 

Israel Radio said Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir's Likud party 
appeared likely to get the 20 
member's signatures needed to 
recall foe house to debate the 
death. 

Agriculture Minister Rafu! 
Eitan, a former chief of staff and 
representative of a far-right poli- 
tical party in government, said 
foe soldier's killers should be 
expelled from Israel and all build- 
ings at foe scene blown up as 
punishment. 

Troops clamped a curfew on 
tbe Bureij and Rafah refugee 
camps in Gaza and arrested more 
than 100 people- at Bureij Friday 
as they searched for suspects, 
residents said. 

The violence follows a period 
of relative quiet in the Gaza 
Strip. 

An army spokesman, who can- 
not be identified by name under 
military rules, said he believed 
foe soldier was in uniform at foe 
time of the Thursday’s incident 
The army spokesman could not 
explain what a soldier was doing 
driving alone in a civilian car 


Iraq expels European, U.S. 
and Egyptian diplomats 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq has 
expelled military officials at 11 
European Community (EC) 
embassies and restricted the 
movement of remaining diplo- 
mats, turning up tbe heat on in a 
growing diplomatic war. 

Egypt, which leads Arab 
opposition to Iraq, also reported 
that its military attache, two aides 
and two counsellors have been 
expelled from Baghdad. 

Baghdad-based diplomats said 
foe ambassadors of 11 EC coun- 
tries were summoned to foe Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry Thursday night 
and told that their military 
attaches and their aides have 
seven days to leave the country. 

They said no reason was pro- 
vided, but that the Iraqi author- 
ities apparently were retaliating 
for the expulsion of Iraqi diplo- 
mats and citizens from European 
countries. 

The diplomats said they be- 
lieved some 50 attaches and aides 
were included in the expulsion 
order, noting that France’s 
embassy took foe brunt of foe 
Iraqi wrath. 

Eleven members of the French 
embassy's staff, including the 
military attache, were told to 
leave. 

A British diplomat said: "Our 


Ambassador (Harold Walker) 
and foe EC ambassadors were 
summoned to the Foreign Minis- 
try last night and told that their 
military attaches and other milit- 
ary officers have to leave within 
seven days. 

"The head of the consular de- 
partment at foe Foreign Ministry 
also told them that Iraq was 
restricting foe movement of all 
diplomats at these embassies to 
25 square miles" (65 square 
kilometres) of the centre Bagh- 
dad. 

“It was predictable but entirely 
unjustified... this is just retalia- 
tion,” British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said. 

London had earlier ordered 
eight Iraqi embassy staff and 23 
civilians to leave by Sept. 25, and 
Friday announced that all new 
Iraqi students were banned from 
entering Britain. 

In Rome, the Foreign Ministry 
said Iraq had given Italy's milit- 
ary attache and three of his staff 
10 days to leave Baghdad, in 
retaliation for its expulsion Sun- 
day of Iraqi military personnel 
and ban on embassy members 
moving outside the Italian capit- 
al. 

Spain, which has not yet expel- 
led any Iraqi diplomats but which 


has sent two Corvettes to the 
Gulf, was also told to recall its 
military attache and his assistant 
within a week. 

Cairo was told foat two senior 
diplomats and its military attache 
and his staff must leave foe 
embassy, the Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) reported. They 
were given one week to leave. 

Egypt has sent troops to back 
the multinational force in Saudi 
Arabia and foe Gulf to deter any 
Iraqi attack on the kingdom. 

EC countries, in a coordinated 
move earlier this month, expelled 
selected Iraqi envoys in retalia- 
tion for alleged Iraqi troop raids 
on Western diplomatic premises 
in Kuwait. 

Baghdad denied its forces had 
entered the premises which in- 
cluded foe French ambassador's 
residence, the Canadian, Dutch, 
Belgian and Tunisian embassies. 

It had ordered the missions to 
close and staff to move to foe 
Iraqi capital, stripping those who 
defied the order of their diploma- 
tic status. 

As 11 Iraqi diplomats obeyed 
France’s earlier expulsion order 
and left Paris aboard a Royal 
Jordanian airlines jet, Iraq Friday 

(Continued on case 4) 
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Hrawi signs reforms, warns Aoun 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURD AY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1999 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi signed into law 
Friday political reforms giving 
muslims an equal share of power 
with the long-dominant Christ- 
ians in a bid to resolve Lebanon's 
15-year-old civil war. 

Hrawi's move was aimed at 
speeding up implementation of 
an Arab League-brokered peace 
plan that has been stalled because 
of opposition from rebel General 
Michel Aoun. 

In a speech at the signing cere- 
mony. Hrawi urged Aoun to 
“peacefully join the process of 
ending the civil war.” 

But he warned the general that 
if he did not. “I will be forced to 
take the the bitter decision of 
resorting to an imperative surgic- 
al operation" to crush Aoun's 
forces in the Christian enclave. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from Aoun, whose dwind- 


ling force of around 15,000 main- 
ly Christian troops bold pockets 
in east Beirut and the nearby 
Metn mountains after a power 
struggle with Christian militia 
chieftain Samir Geagea. 

Hrawi declared that a new gov- 
ernment, comprising representa- 
tives of the main factions, will 
soon be formed “to end the civil 
war, dissolve various militias, 
reestablish state authority over 
all Lebanese territory and shore 
up the economy." 

Prime Minis ter Salim Al Hoss and 
Par liam ent Speaker Hussein Al 
Husseini attended Friday's sign- 
ing ceremony at Hrawi's tempor- 
ary headquarters in the seaside 

ramlet Al Baida district of west 
Beirut. 

Until now, the traditionally 
dominant Maronite Catholics, 
the main Christian sect, have held 
key posts in the government. 


army and judiciary under an un- 
written agreement dating from 
Lebanon's independence from 
France in 1943. 

At that tune, the Christians 
were deemed to be the majority. 
But now Muslims make up an 
estimated 55 per cent of the four 
million population. 

The reforms were embodied in 
constitutional amendments that 
vest executive powers in Leba- 
non's council of ministers, strip- 
ping the president of the exclu- 
sive right to take major decisions. 

The cabinet and parliament 
will now contain equal numbers 
of Muslims and Christians, elimi- 
nating the 6-S edge the Christians 
maintained in both bodies since 
independence. 

However, a formula of having 
a Maronite president, a Sunni 
prime minister and Shiite parlia- 
ment speaker will remain. 


The Muslims have been de- 
manding an equal share of power 
since the civil war broke out in 

1975. 

The reforms were originally 
worked out by Lebanon's legisla- 
tors when they met in the Saudi 
Arabian resort town of Taif in 
August last year to endorse the 
Arab League plan. 

Aoun has rejected the Taif 
accord and refuses to recognise 
the Syrian-backed Hrawi, who 
was elected in November to over- 
see implementation of the peace 
plan. 

Aoun. a Maronite like Hrawi, 
says the peace accord does not 
contain cast-iron guarantees that 
the 40.000 Syrian troops in Leba- 
non will be withdrawn. 

He claims they are an army of 
occupation. The Syrians entered 
Lebanon in 1976 with an Arab 
League peacekeeping mandate. 


They control about 70 per cent of 
Lebanon. 

Hrawi's government damped 
an economic blockade on Aotm’s 
enclave in July, banning money 
transfers and foel supplies to his 
area of influence in an attempt to 
force him into submission. 

Between 3,000 and 4,000 sol- 
diers and officers from Aoun's 
army have since defected to Hra- 
wi. They joined the president’s 
20,000-man army. 

Those forces, commanded by 
Gen. Emile Lahoud, have taken 
up combat positions along 
Beirut’s dividing green line and 
on the major highways into 
Aoun’s zone in recent weeks. 

Hrawi's defence minister, 
Albert Mansour, has warned that 
a military operation might be 
needed to evict the rebel general 
from the shell-wrecked presiden- 
tial palace at Baabda. 


Arm the people U . S . networks undecided over 

Fakhri Kawar broadcasting Saddam’s message 
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KARAK (J.T.) — Parliament 
Deputy Fakhri Kawar has called 
on the government to supply 
Jordanians with arms to enable 
them to take an active role in 
defence of the country in case of 
external aggression. 

Addressing a public rally held 
in Karak in solidarity with the 
Iraqi and Palestinian people, 
Kawar said that defending Pales- 
tine and Iraq in the face of 
aggression starts from Jordan, 
and that people cannot fight the 
enemy from a distance, by merely 
watching the developments or by 
making speeches. 

He said that the Jordanian peo- 
ple are ready to go without food 
for the sake of obtaining arms to 
defend Jordan and to help the 
Iraqi and Palestinian people deal 
with aggression. 

He said that Jordanians should 


be given the opportunity to take 
part in evicting the Zionists and 
the Americans from Arab land. 

Another Parliament deputy. 
Mahmoud Hweimel told the rally 
that the invasion of the Gulf 
region by the U.S.-led forces was 
part of a conspiracy directed 
against Iraq and Arab and Mus- 
lim people. 

The rally, organised by two 
committees set up to gather sup- 
port for the Iraqi and Palestinian 
people, was addressed by several 
speakers, all launching attacks on 
the United States and its alliances 
lined against the Iraqi people. 
They called for “unity of Arab 
ranks in the face of the invaders." 
Among the speakers were a num- 
ber of poets wbo recited verses of 
their poetry which praised the 
heroic stands of the Palestinian 
and Iraqi people. 


Yemen protests 
Saudi measures 


SANAA (J.T.) — The Yemeni 
government has condemned mea- 
sures taken by Saudi Arabia abo- 
lishing facilities previously ex- 
tended to Yemeni nationals in- 
side Saudi Arabia and said* that 
Yemen has the right to take 
whatever steps in deems neces- 
sary to protect the interests of its 
people. 

A statement issued in Sanaa at 
the end of a cabinet meeting said 
that nearly one million Yemenis 
living and working in Saudi Ara- 
bia were Wednesday denied the 
right of residing in the Kingdom 
except after obtaining a visa, and 
have been denied the right to deal 
in trade inside Saudi Arabian 
territory, except after obtaining a 
Saudi government approval. Such 
privileges, the statement said, 
had been granted to the Yemeni 
nationals all their life, and their 
cancellation now is bound to 
cause severe damage to those 
nationals who had been in- 
strumental in building Saudi Ara- 
bia. the Sanaa statement noted. 

The Yemeni government called 
on the Saudi authorities to recon- 
sider the new measures in a bid to 


“safeguard the close brotherly 
and historical relations between 
Yemen and Saudi Arabia." 

Ifi '.another . development, 
Yemeni President AH Abdullah 
Salefr-’sent a message to King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia regarding 
Yemeni-Saudi ties and underlin- 
ing the importance of maintaining 
good relations between the two 
countries under any circumst- 
ances, according to Agence 
France Presse. 

The agency quoted Yemeni 
government sources in Sanaa as 
saying that, should the new mea- 
sures against the Yemeni nation- 
als be implemented many Yeme- 
nis would not be able to return to 
Saudi Arabia to resume their 
work there, a step which would 
impose a heavy financial burden 
on Yemen. 

The agency quoted Yemeni 
officials as saying that Yemeni 
nationals working in the Gulf 
countries and Saudi Arabia nor- 
mally transfer $2 billion in remitt- 
ances to their home country. 
They said . nearly 30.000 Yemenis 
who used to work in Kuwait have 
now returned home. 


Bangladeshis back from 
Kuwait ready to fight Iraq 


DHAKA fR) — Bangladeshi air- 
men and other servicemen who 
returned from Kuwait offered 
Friday to fight against Iraq. 

“We are fully trained and have 
a lot of desert experience. If 
needed, we are ready to fight 
against the aggressors." said 
Aminur Rahman Mukul. a pilot 
who worked for the Kuwaiti air 


force before Iraq invaded Aug. 2. 

“We are planning to make a 
formal offer in this regard to the 
Bangladesh government." he told 
Reuters. 

The returned servicemen were 
holding a meeting Friday of the 
Bangladesh Association in 
Kuwait, a body created to protect 
the rights of expatriate workers. 


NEW YORK (R) — Major U.S. 

news networks said Thursday 
they had not as yet been 
approached abour airing a taped 
message by Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein and had not decided 
whether they would broadcast it. 

Saddam taped a message for 
the American people on Thurs- 
day. following Iraq's airing of a 
tape by U.S. President George 
Bush. 

Iraqi officials said Thursday 
that negotiations were under way 
to get Saddam's tape on LLS. 
television. 

“We haven't been approached 
yet, and we'll cross that bridge 
when we get to it," Arno: Wal- 
ker. spokesman for ABC. told 
Reuters. 

Cable News Network released 
a statement saying: “In principle. 
CNN is prepared to broadcast the 
Saddam Hussein statement in its 


Jordan 
switches to 
wintertime 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
switch back to winter time on 
Friday Sept. 28. not on Oct. 5, 
1990 as was earlier announced 
according to a statement issued 
by the prime minister's office 
Thursday. 

The statement said that on 12 
midnight on Thursday Sept. 27, 
all clocks will be turned back 60 
minutes so that time in Jordan 
will be two hours ahead of GMT. 

Summer time started this year 
on April 26 on the second day of 
Eid Al Fitr. 

Another communique issued 
by the prime minister’s office 
Thursday banned all ministries 
from opening accounts at Jorda- 
nian banks in foreign currency. 
Hie statement said that numer- 
ous ministries and official govern- 
ment departments have been 
found keeping accounts in foreign 
currency at local banks and that 
these accounts were being fed 
through loans coming from out- 
side sources to finance local de- 
velopment projects. 

Since the Central Bank of Jot- \ 
dan (CBJ) is the only official 
department that has been en- 
trusted with supplying Jordan 
with foreign currency to cover the j 
purchases of various products for j 
the state, there is no need for any 
other department to retain 
accounts in foreign currency in 
Jordan, the statement pointed f 
out. The prime minister's state- ! 
ment ordered all ministries and \ 
government departments to close 1 
all foreign currency accounts and j 
to transfer these accounts to the j 
CBJ as soon as possible. j 


entirety as CNN has done with 
previous President Saddam state- 
ments.” 

But it added that CNN would 
make a final decision after learn- 
ing more about the “content and 
duration” of the tape. 

Spokesman at both CNN and 
NBC said they had not been 
approached about the tape, and 
as far as they knew no other 
media had. 

The United States told Iraq's 
ambassador Thursday that Sad- 
dam would have to make his own 
arrangements to broadcast a 
taped message on American tele- 
vision because “we don't have a 
state-controlled media." 

Stale Department spokesman 
Margaret Tutwiler said Assistant 
Secretary of Stare John Kelly, in 
a meeting with Iraqi envoy 
Mohammad Al Mashat. had 
noted “that we don't have a 


state-controlled media, that we 
have a free media here, that they 
were free to give to our media 
anything they wanted to.” 

White House spokesman Ro- 
man Popadiuk also said the U.S. 
government would simply pass 
any such Iraqi tape along to the 
news media, adding: “Saddam 
Hussein has had more than 
adequate access to the airwaves... 
to get his message across to the 
American public." 

The broadcast tapes gambit be- 
gan when Bush sent a video 
message to the Iraqi people last 
week giving his view of the Gulf 
crisis. 

Iraq broadcast the Bush tape 
last Sunday along with immediate 
rebuttals of it. The Bush tape 
arose from U.S. complaints that 
Saddam is often seen on U.S. 
television news. 


Egyptian party urges 
Arab solution in Gulf 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, which is 
considering a further increase in 
the size of its force defending 
Saudi Arabia, has been helping 
ferry -Syrian.\.troops and tanks 
there., defence and shipping 
sources said. 

Egypt and Syria, at odds until 
last December over Cairo’s peace 
treaty with Israel, decided to 
boost their presence in Saudi 
Arabia after U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker visited both 
countries earlier this month. 

Shipping sources said on 
Thursday Egyptian vessels, in- 
cluding the warship Al Zafir, had 
been transporting Syrian troops 
and heavy armour to the Saudi 
Red Sea port of Yanbu for the 
previous three days. 

Syria, arch Arab rival of Iraqi 


President Saddam Hussein, 
whose forces invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2. has already sent some 

5.000 men to the Gulf to protect 
states there from Iraqi attack. 

•The shipping sources said the 
passenger ships Al Gazyer and 
Newaba and the warship Swift 
337. operating under the protec- 
tion of the Saudi and Egyptian air 
forces, would pass through the 
Suez Cana! on Friday taking 
more of the 15.000 Syrian troops 
and 300 tanks which diplomats 
say Syria has pledged to send. 

Defence sources in Cairo say 
Egypt is expected to have about 

20.000 troops backed by more 
than 300 tanks in the Saudi Ara- 
bian desert by the end of the 
week. 


Palestinian children 
march in support of Iraq 


BAQAA — About 2,000 Palesti- 
nian children marched through a 
ramshackle refugee camp near 
Amman on Friday to protest at 
the economic blockade of Iraq 
and pledge their support for Iraqi 
President Saddan Hussein. 

"Save the children of Iraq from 
the militaiy siege led by America 
and which deprives millions of 
children of food and medicine," 
read one placard held by a 10- 
y ear-old girl. 

The children carried posters of 
Saddam and of Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation Leader Yasser 
Arafat, through the narrow, 
winding streets of Baqaa, Jor- 
dan's largest Palestinian camp. 

Several children, carried by 


their parents, waved flags of 
Palestine. Iraq, and Jordan. 
Others had ribbons in their hair 
with the colours of the flags — 
black, red, white and green. 

A two-year-okl boy dressed in 
army fatigues sat on his father's 
shoulder waving a Palestinian 
flag. Teenagers, frees wrapped in 
Palestinian chequered scarves, 
made victory signs. 

An international armada has 
assembled in the Gulf to enforce 
the blockade. 

“Yes. we support the Iraqi 
children and we greet Saddam," 
said Rana. a 12-year-old Palesti- 
nian girl marching with her youn- 
ger sister. “Don't they deserve to 
live?” 


British 
forces 
could be 

put 

under 

U.S. 

command 
in Gulf 

WASHINGTON (R) — British 
troops ordered to the Gulf could 
be put under U.S. military “tac- 
tical control” but would not join 
any offensive against Iraqi forces 
without consulting Saudi Arabia 
and other nations, according to 
British Defence Secretary Tom 
King. 

King, following meetings with 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney and Secretary of State 
James Baker, stressed that Saudi 
Arabia must have final say on any 
action launched from its territory. 

“You can't see things happen- 
ing without the agreement of the 
host nation," be told reporters, 
adding that U.S. and British offi- 
cials were drawing a command 
and control plan for defensive 
forces in Saudi Arabia and would 
discuss it with Saudi officials. 

King Said British warships, air- 
craft and armoured brigade of 
some 6,000 troops and over 100 
tanks would be under ultimate 
authority from London, but with 
much larger U.S. forces in the 
area, “Then obviously they could 
well be under American tactical 
control." 

He told a news conference at 
the British embassy that no deci- 
sion had been made on a com- 
mand structure, but that it was a 
key issue because U.S., British, 
French and Western forces were 
now in the region in addition to 
Arab troops. 

Questions have arisen in 
Washington over control of about 

115,000 U.S. troops now on the 
ground in Saudi Arabia in the 
case of fighting. But Pentagon 
spokesman Pete Williams said 
Thursday that the matter had 
apparently been settled between 
U.S. and Saudi officials. 

“I think they are very confident 
that they, have that worked out," 
he said. 

King and Sir David Craig; Bri- 
tain's senior military officer, met 
at the Pentagon with Cheney and 
General Colin Powell, chairman 
of the U.S. militaiy Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

King will meet with White 
House National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft Tuesday before 
flying home to London. 

He again stressed that both 
London and Washington warned 
to force Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

“The question of ending this by 
peaceful means is to make it dear 
to (Iraqi President) Saddam Hus- 
sein that he has no other option 
than to get out of Kuwait," he 
said. 

Williams also confirmed ealier 
statements by British defence 
sources that there were not plans 
to shoot down aircraft in any air 
embargo which the United Na- 
tions might approve to beef up 
U.N. trade sanctions against 
Baghdad. 

“I am unaware of any planning 
at the (U.S.) Defence Depart- 
ment to shoot planes down or 
anything of that sort," Williams 
said. 

King said an embargo would 
include such measures as denying 
airspace and overflight rights to 
aircraft believed to be carrying 
cargo to Iraq. Attempts would 
also be made to stop such Sights 
at the source, he said. 

“The question of interdiction is 
very low down the line,” he told 
rep o rters. 


Kuwaiti opposition 
leaders want talks 
on self-determination 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Representa- 
tives of political parties and 
prominent personalities from 
Kuwait, wbo are now either in 
Kuwait or abroad, have been 

hoofing ran tarry - tO meet and 

discuss the situation in the Gulf. 
A report in Al Ra’i daily said that 
most of these personalities were 
members of the Kuwaiti opposi- 
tion parties representing leftists,' 
Nasserites, Marxists and progres- 
sive groups or independents tike 
Ahmad Al Khatib, Ja$em Qatami 
Ahmad Al Rabai, Ahmad Al 
Nafisi, and Sami Al Manis.. 

The paper said they had agreed 
that there should be a complete 
withdrawal of foreign forces from 
the Gulf and Saudi Arabia and an 
Iraqi pull out from Kuwait. 

The paper said that these 
opposition groups demanded that 
the Kuwaitis be given the right to 
setf-deternxhiation and choose 
the type of rule they wish, and 
retain special relationship with 


Iraq-. 

According to the papa-, ' the 
opposition groups do not want to 
see Al Sabah family back in 

Kuwait since the Kuwaiti people 
refuse their rule. I 

With regard to the so called 
popular meeting called for by Al 
Sabah family to be held in Trif, 
Saudi Arabia, the paper said that 
the opposition groups had de- 
cided to boycott this meeting as 
they consader the Taif parley as 
(me of Al Sabah family and not 


Kuwaiti people. 

The paper said that the Kuwait 
opposition bloc would continue 
its contacts with prominent 
Kuwaiti personalities tike* uni- 
versity professors and people rep- 
resenting various political 
orientations to pave the way for a 
national action that would safe- 
guard the Kuwaiti people’s in- 
terests. 


Islamic mediation 
team heads for Baghdad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Islamic 
delegation has left for Baghdad to 
discuss the Gulf crisis and to try 
to end differences among Arab 
and Muslim countries. The de- 
legation, which was formed by 
the World Islamic Conference 
that convened in Amman recent- 
ly, had just returned here from a 
visit to Jeddah where its members 
met with King Fahd Ben Abdul 
Aziz of Saudi Arabia to discuss a 
peaceful solution to the Gulf cri- 
sis. 


A spokesman for the delega- 
tion was quoted by Al Ra’i Ara- 
bic daily as saying that the Saudi 
monarch-had briefed them oh the 
developments in the Gulf and 
said he was o p t imi st i c about a 
peaceful solution to the ends. 
According to the group's spokes- 
man, the king promised that he 
will do all he can to see to i t that a 
solution for the crisis will be 
implemented within the Arab and 
Islamic framework. 



BEKANNTMAGHUNG 

ffir Deutsche zur Wahl Destscben Bundestag 

Am 02. Dezember 1990 flndet die Wahl nxm Deutscfaen Bundestag 

statt 

Deutsche, die ausserbalb der Bragdesrepubfik Deutschland und d*r 
Deutscbeu Demokrstbcben RepuoIIk, einschUessIich Berlin (Gef- 
tungsberekh des Bundeswahlgesetzes), leben und bin- kdpe Woh- 
mtng mefar tnnehaben, koenneu bel'VorUegen der sonstigen wahl- 
recbtUcben Vora nss etz nn gen an der Wahltdlnehmen. 

Ffir Hire Wahlteflnahroe 1st ox Voraussetznug, dass sk. 

L naefa dun 23. Mai 1949 uud vorlhremFortzug ans dem Gel- 
tungsberelck des Bundeswahlgesetzes mlndestens drel Monate un- 
unterbrocheu fan Gefomgsberekh des Bundeswahlgesetzes gc- 
wohnt Oder skh dort sonst gewoehnDch aufgefcalten Itaben; 

la) in den Gebleten deruebrtgen MttgDedstaaien des Europarat* 
leben Oder 

b) In anderen Gebleten leben und am Wahltmge selt fhrem Fort- f 
zug aus dem Geftungsberekfa des Bundeswahlgesetzes niebt mehr 
atasehn Jahre ventrfcben rind; 

3. In dn WaehfcrverzefchnJs fan Gettungsberelch des B undeswab l- 
gesetzes dngetragen slnd. Diese Ehitragung erfofet nur anf Antrag. 
Der Anting fct auf^fnem Fonnbbtt zu stolen. Er soD bald naefa 
dkser Bekanntmacbung abgesandtwerden. Efaiem Antrag, der 
erst am 12. November 1SS® oder spaeterbelder znstaendlgen Ge- 
melndebehoerde efngefat, kann nlcbt mehrentsprochen warden ( 

918 Aba. 1 der Bnndeswafalordnuiigj). 

Antragsvordrucke (Formblaetter) sowfc Informekrende Merfc- 
bUetter koenneu 

■ von den diploma tbehea und bei ufMumsuIarischeii Vertndungea 
der BundesrepnbDk Deutschland, 

- vom BundeswahUelter, Postfach 55 28,D-6200 Wiesbaden I, 

- von den KreiswabBeftern ha Getitangsbereicb des Bundeswahige- 
■ctzes angefordert werdern. 

Weitere Ansknenfte erteflt die Botschaft der Bimdesrepubllk 
Deutschland. 


Amman, den 19. September 1990 

Botschaft der BnudesrepubUk Deutschland 
P.O. Box 183 
Amman 

TeL: 689351, The: 22233, Fax: 685887 
BOrosttmden: Sonntsg - Donnerstag 0&00 - 12.00 Ubr 
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PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Kona 

15:4® Programme review 

15:45 Children programme 

17 Educational pro g ramme 

18:00 Mew Summary 

18:20 Local programme 

15-JO Programme review 

28H» New* in Arabic 

Arabic series 

2IJ0 Programme review 

21:58 Local programme 

23:80 News in Arabic 

23:19 Arabic pUy 


PROGRAMME TWO 

28:05 Documentary 

IM0 News in French 

29:15 Aujourd 'Htn cn France 

2fc09 News in Arabic 

21:00 Encounter 

21:38 Classical m'-ae 

2240 News in English 

2230 Feature film: “The Honourable 
■rarer 
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! 2 -» Dhuhr 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary at Nmrtth Cfcastfa Sw d fl Ut , 

Tel. 810740 

Aunablla of God Chareh. Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joaq* Chord) Tel. 624590. 
Church or ibe Auraociation Tet. 
637440. 

De la Salle Chord) Tel. 661757 
Terrasaofa Chwc fa Tel: 622366 
Chord) of the Aananriitioa Tel. 
62354!. 

Anglican Cboreh Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Chare* TeL 771751. 
Amma n Internationa! Chard) Tel. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lntbenn Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Chord) of Jaw Christ ef Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 654932 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by Hie Department of 
Meteorology. 

Slight rise in temperatures wiD take 
place and winds will be oortheaslcrfy 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Minima*, temp. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 22 1 35 

Deserts 18 : 25 

Jordan Valley 2 2-' 36 

Yesterday's high temperatmes: Am- 
man 31, Aqaba 33. Humidity reading*. 
Amman 31 per cent. Aqaba 36 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Kbalcd Maadi 743500 

Dr. Jaunt TariT 79*710 

Dr. Khaldottn Kkmb 8^919 

Dr. Mohammad Al S»w 732056 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdow^ pharmacy 773336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nvroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 64«45 

Shmeaani pharmacy 63764C 

23UUD: 

Dr. Amjad Obddai . j— ) 

Al Sharu* pbanucy (985331 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hijjawi (—1 

Khahfeh pharmacy 985417 


CvQ Defence Department 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

CrnJ Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192. 621111. i 

Fm Brigade ; 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police I 

PatSe Seemty Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Cocytamrs < 

Water and Sewerage 

Gotnp Urutt I 

Amman Mnr up pohty 

Complaints.. 

Telephone Inform a tion 

{directory assistance) 

Overseas CaBs I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs { 

Abdah Telephone Repairs I 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 


Water Authority 680100 

Joidan Ekariaty Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight information 06-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

HnsKin Medieat Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkSeb Maternity. J. Asm.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Waftas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisasi 664171/4 

Sfamesrani Hospital 669131 

Ufrivecriiy Hospital 845845 

AFMoashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

At-AhU, Abdah 664164/6 

Italian. ALMohajiocs 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashnfieb 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 

Zwqa National Hospital .. 109)991071 
Dm Sma Hospital (09)986732 


IXND: 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02X275555 
Greek Cathofic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafocs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Ha ya Hospital (09)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This iofo n BMO on bmppUcd by Royal 
Jordmma (RI) itilbruu boo deport- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport TeL (OBJSKOM. where it 
shook! always be vcr&kd. 


Royri Jordanian (RJ) FUgMi 
(Tormina! 1) 

IM5 Si ngap ore, Koala Lumpur (RJ) 

1MI Dantaacns (RJ) 

16:15 ... ...... Aqaba QU) 

Mdl Dhahran (RJ) 

1*38 New Defia (RJ) 

Ifc* Cairo (RJ) 

lfc» Karachi, Dobd(RJ) 


lfcSS Abu Dhabi. Bahrain CRJ) 

Ttm Montreal, New York (RJ) 

lt:M — London (RJ) 

tf-.W Frankfurt fRJJ 

Madrid (RJ) 

Othar Flight* (Terminal 2) 
Hs3* Riyadh (add.) (SV) 

1*2* ......... Cairo (MS) 

1335 Riyadh (SU) 

14dS ....... Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

1535 Rome(AZ) 

17:38 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

ZD88 — .... Paris. Damascus (AF) 


14o4* Riyadh (SV) 

33:18 Damascus, Paris (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
fTunnbwf 1) 


1M .. 
1248 „ 

EfclS .. 

tt 45 
1348 .. 
thlS „ 
XhtS .. 
2bM .. 
2148 _ 
21945 ... 


Vienna, FriokJnn f RJ) 

■■ Amsterdam, Near York (RJ) 

...... Madrid (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

— ... Rome, Paris (RJ) 

— Geneva, Brands (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Abo Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

— — — ......... Cano (RJ) 


OttMK Flights (Tarminal 2) 

•WJ — ....... .............. Bcfauf(ME) 

HM . — Bahrain (GF) 
Mens 

I Sr tall HIM Cairo (MS) 


Uppafkmer price 
Apple 


Banana (Mnfcamnrar) „ 

Beans 

Cabbage 

Canoe .... 

GraEfiowcr 

Cota 

Cuc u mb ers (large) 

Cncn n ib er s (small) 

Dates 

Eggplant 

Rgs 

Garik — .... 

Grape* 

Leona 

Mallow .... 

Mw«w(hrje) 

Marrow (smiD) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Okra 

Peaches ...... 

Pear , • 

Pepper (hoc) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raffish 

Sage 

Sweet mdon 

Tocaao« ............ 

Watermelon ... 


in 6k per kg. 

600/450 

500 / 450 

450 / 400 

- 360 / 320 

130/80 

250/200 

250/200 

200/150 

140/100 

260 / 200 

300 / 250 

190/170 

400 / 350 

800/ 700 

350 / 250 

230/190 

120/ 80 

140/100 

280/220 

....... 220/1W 

450 / 400 

— 600 / 500 

600 / 500 

«XV500 

230/180 

200/150 

350/300 

150/100 

550 / 500 

...... 270 / 230 

150/110 

190/150 
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Arab solution to Gulf crisis remains 
the ideal solution- Soviet ambassador 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Soviet 
Ambassador to Jordan Yuri Ste- 
panovich Thursday said that an 
Arab solution to the Gulf crisis 
_ remained the ideal solution. 

.. .In a lecture delivered at the 
' American University of Beirut 
Alumni Club, Stepanovich said 
the Soviet Union opposed any 

* individual steps to defuse the 
. crisis, but supported UJN. efforts 

in this regard. 

The ambassador warned that a 
war in the region would be catas- 
trophic and called for intensified 
. U.N. efforts to end the conflict. 
He stressed that all military pre- 

• sence in the Gulf should come 
under the U.N. umbrella. 

, He said that most world na- 
tions agree with the Soviet Union 
that the sanctions against Iraq, 
passed by the Security Council, 
must be adhered to. 

The ambassador reiterated his 
-country's position that opposes 
.Iraq's annexation of Kuwait and 
the use of military force. He said 
the possibility of avoiding war 
was still there and a political 
settlement should not be dis- 
carded. 


Speaking about Sept. 9 Hel- 
sinki summit between U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Stepanovich said the Americans 
and the Soviets the 

military presence in the Gulf re- 
gion “that worries the Arabs.” 

“I believe Washington has no 
intention to keep a military pre- 
sence in the region after the 
conflict is solved,'' the Soviet 
envoy said. 

“The Helsinki meeting has re- 
sulted in tangible results that 
would create the right atmos- 
phere to surpass the crisis,” he 
said. 

He said that although many 
believe a war was inevitable, his 
country was calling for self- 
restraint and avoiding all that 
would lead to escalating the con- 
frontation. 

The Soviet Union has called for 
an international conference on 
the Middle Hast, he said. 

Many in the international com- 
munity believe that there is a 
linkage between the region’s con- 
flicts, he added. 

He said that there ought to be 


solutions to all the region's prob- 
lems, including the Palestine 
issue. 

Stepanovich said that the 
Soviet Union abided by interna- 
tional law and the U.N. Charter 
and if the Gulf crisis were solved 
accordingly, other issues could be 
solved the same way, including 
the Palestine problem. 

He said that the Soviet Union 
believed in equality among world 
nations, large and small, and that 
the Soviet union no more sub- 
scribes to the contention of “su- 
perpowers”, because thar gives 
certain nations the authority to 
force their will on others. 

He said his country realised 
that the Arab peoples needed the 
Soviets in their struggle for their 
rights, and especially the Palesti- 
nians. Conversely, be said, the 
Soviet Union needs Arab peo- 
ples* support. 

He said that all nations would 
lose in case of war, including the 
Soviet Union. 

Stepanovich said his country 
would support all resolutions pas- 
sed by the U.N. in case of a 
Middle East international peace 


conference, especially those per- 
taining to the Palestine prob- 
lem.” The Soviets will apply all 
future U.N. resolutions against 
Israel, but the Arabs are not 
following persistent and enlight- 
ened policies regarding their 
right,” the ambassador said. 

“We cannot be Arabs more 
than the Arabs themselves,” he 
stressed. 

He said that the “Arab World 
seems' at the moment to be in a 
position that does not enable it to 
effectively influence events in the 
region. He hoped this state would 
only be temporary. 

He said the Soviet Union 
would continue dialogue with 
Iraq for the sake of finding an exit 
from the crisis. 

He said, that despite the treaty 
of friendship between the Soviet 
Union and Iraq, his country can- 
not accept Iraq's reasoning for 
invading Kuwait, nor will it con- 
done such occupation. 

“The Soviet Union will respect 
all treaties it signed with other 
countries as long as those coun- 
tries do not violate international 
law.” he said. 


Abdullah leads Jordan’s 
team to World Bank meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
has formed Jordan’s delegation to 
a meeting by the Work! Bank due 
in Washington on Sept. 25 and 
said in a statement that Minister 
of Planning Khaled Amin Abdul- 
lah will lead the delegation in his 
capacity as member of the World 
Bank’s governing council. 

- Abdullah Thursday met 
French Ambassador to Jordan 
Denis Banchard to discuss 
France’s technical and capital 
assistance to Jordan. 

The two officials discussed in 
particular a French loan sche- 


duled to be given ro Jordan to 
help the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) to finance it’s 
fertiliser project in Aqaba. 

Banchard explained ro the 
minister the French aid program- 
me extending help to the King- 
dom to deal with evacuees either 
directly or through the European 
Community (EC)'. 

The ambassador stressed that 
his government was exerting all 
possible efforts to provide Jordan 
with financial assistance to help 
it carry out its development pro- 
jects. 


The minister on Thursday dis- 
cussed Jordan's economic and 
trade ties with Romania's 
Ambassador to Jordan Dimitrie 
Stanescu. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the two officials 
discussed subjects to be taken up 
at a meeting by the joint Jorda- 
nian Romanian economic com- 
mittee which is due to convene 
here in November. -Jordan’s 
phosphate exports to Romania, 
said the agency, was also discus- 
sed at the meeting. 


Scramble in market 

dinars. 



By P.V? Vjvefcanawi^fe 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Black market 
dealers are homing fear Kuwaiti 
dinars in the Jordanian mar- 
ket, and the fierce race to 
make quick money has bo jsted 
die currency by 50 per .ent in 
he black market over the past 
four days, banking circles said 
Friday. 

“There is an intense quest in 
the parallel market for Kuwaiti 
dinars,” said a senior source at 
a leading commercial bank. 
“Some of those black market 
dealers have even approached 
the commercial banks to find 
out whether they were selling 
Kuwaiti dinars at a price of one 
to one, as the arrangement was 
in the initial days” after the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, the source said. “Some 
even offered to pay more,” he 
said. 

The sudden demand for 
Kuwaiti dinars is seen by many, 
as a result of the brief opening 
of the Knwaiti-Saudi bender 
which could bave allowed the 
entry of Kuwaiti dinars into 
Saudi Arabia despite intense 
searches at the border check- 
point by the Iraqis. Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emi- 


rates (UAE)are the drily coun- 
tries which accept Kuwaiti di- 
nars at die pre-in vas’"n ex- 
change rates of nearly $3.2 to 
eveiy dinar. 

Ten days after die invasion, 
the Iraqi authorities merged 
the currencies of the two coun- 
tries, announcing that the 
Kuwaiti dinar and the Iraqi 
dinar had the same exchange 
value. In theory, it meant that 
one Kuwaiti dinar was worth 
$3.2 in line with the Iraqi-set 
official exchange value for its 
own Iraqi dinar, but in practice 
it meant that the Kuwaiti cur- 
rency bad lost 88 per cent of its 
value in the open market. 

The modus operandl of 
black market dealers is simple: 
buy the Kuwaiti dinars for 
prices as much as JD 1.5 each 
from foreigners, mostly 
Asians, arriving in Jordan from 
Kuwait, then physically trans- 
fer the cash to Saudi Arabia, 
where they could get around 
JD 22 from several banks. 

The “purchase” price for 
Kuwaiti dinars in the black 
market was between 800 fils 
and one dinar two weeks back, 
but it reached as much as JD 
1.5 by Thursday, according to 
banking officials who keep a 


R cjofcfei ' ■tJttP barker. 

“There also appeared to be a 
panic among buyers to acquire 
as many Kuwaiti dinars as 
possible after the ousted 
Kuwaiti regime announced 
that it was planning to resume 
Kuwait Airways operations 
from Cairo,” said an official. 

“This is sure to pose a prob- 
lem for the Kuwait Airways 
officials in Cairo,” he noted. 
“On the one hand, they cannot 
but accept Kuwaiti dinars at 
pre-invasion exchange rates as 
payment for Kuwaiti Airways 
tickets; if they reject Kuwaiti 
dinars then the entire question 
of the legitimacy of Kuwait 
Airways and the claims of the 
ousted regime will be ques- 
tioned. But, on the other hand, ' 
they will be left with almost 
worthless currency anywhere 
except Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates," he 
noted. 

Asians arriving from Kuwait 
said despite the “devaluation” 
of the Kuwait dinar, the “ctir- 
rent rate” in Kuwait was 16 to 
18 Kuwaiti dinars to every 100 
Iraqi dinars against the “offi- 
cial" price of one to one. Pre- 
' invasion rate was 12 Kuwaiti 
dinar s to 100 Iraqi dinars, they 
noted. 


Arar 

accuses U.S. 
of interfering 
in Jordan’s 
affairs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Suleiman Arar has denounced 
statements by U.S. officials 
attacking a meeting held in Am- 
man last week by representatives 
of popular movements in the 
Arab World as an interference in 
Jordan's internal affairs. 

Arar was quoted by A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily as saying that the 
U.S. administration chose to de- 
plore the meeting in Amman 
instead of abstaining from com- 
mitting actions hostile against the 
Arab Nation. 

“Any Arab person has the 
right to ask about the U.S. 'Admi- 
nistration's actions vis-a-vis the 
Arab countries, like its continued 
support for Israel and its con- 
tinued supply of arms to the 
Israeli forces to kill Arab people 
in Palestine,” Arar was quoted 
as saying 

Arar said that the United 
States was continually supplying 
modem technology and expertise 
to Israel in addition to funds 
which come directly from the 
American treasury or from the 
Jewish organisations in the Un- 
ited States. 

He said that the United States 
had been supporting Israel’s 
aggressive actions in violation of 
human rights and protecting 
Israel's actions with its veto at the 
U.N. Security Council meetings. 
“No American has the right to 
interfere in Jordan's affairs and 
criticise the convening here of 
meetings which deplore the ac- 
tions, directed against the Arab 
Nation, of the United States or 
other countries,” Arar added. 

He said: “We live in a demo- 
cratic country which called for a 
popular meeting to be held in a 
democratic manner and to be 
attended by representatives of 
various political groups, unlike 
those meeting held in the United 
States which are only attended by 
officials.” 


Brotherhood thanks Iran 


AMMAN (Petra) — Muslim 
Brotherhood members of parlia- 
ment have sent a cable to the 
Iranian leadership paying tribute 
to Iran's stand with regard to the 
Gulf crisis. The deputies said they 
had confidence in the Tehran's 
I»tices, especially during the cri- 
tical circumstances the Arabs and 
the Muslims are facing now and 
said that the United States was 
leading world forces and massing 
weapons of destruction to destroy 
the Islamic awakening and to 
impose hegemony on the Islamic 
countries. 

The cable particularly praised 
Tehran's declaration of a holy 
war against the foreign invaders 


and its announcement that it will 
not allow the Iraqi -people to 
starve or to be subjugated to 
foreign will. 

Your brotherly stand has been 
met with deep pride and appre- 
ciation by all the faithful Muslims 
worldwide, though such declara- 
tion displeased those who con- 
spired against the Muslim nation 
and its prophet the cable said. 

The cable denounced attempts 
by certain elements which it said 
are trying to persuade Iran to 
change its position. It said that 
the Muslim Brotherhood in Jor- 
dan is~ confident that Tehran 
would not allow such attempts to 
succeed. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Open studio mud workshop for artist Sarnia Zara displaying 
palntfaigg , sculptures and band-printed fabrics. Location: off 
2nd Circle, opposite Rosenthal (9:30-1:3® awl 3:30-6:30). 

* Ardacofofkal entitled M A1 Lajjira — a Roma n 

frontier Fort” at the Department of Antiquities* Rc^btrafioa 

v and Research Centre, Jabal Amman . 


]fr Shafcopeare’s play “King Lear” wfll be shown at the British 
- Council at 5:00 pan. 


EC, U.S. send 
aid for evacuees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Commis- 
sion of the European Communities 

has since Ang. 22,1990, provided a 

total of $26.6 million in grants to 
relieve evacuees entering Jordan 
from Kuwait and Iraq. In addition 
member states have co-financed 

with the Commission another $2.2 
milli on for emergency aid bringing 
the total to $28.8 million. The 
measures undertaken so far have 
virtually fully utilised the grants 
made available. The major activi- 
ties are given hereunder: 

a. Repatriation of people from 
Amman, Aqaba, Ankara and 
Onto, in co-financing with other 
donors through the International 

Organisation for Migration and 
with the World Lutheran Federa- 
tion. The contribution of the Com- 
mission amounts to $17.5 million. 
The arrangements for an air bridge 
have made provisions for the eva- 
cuation of some 70,000 people, 
including about 36,000 Egyptians 
by bos, plane and ferry boat, some 
22.000 Bangladeshis % plane and 
some 11,000 Filipinos and Sri Lank- 
ans by plane. 

b. The evacuation of 20,000 

Pakistanis from Kuwait to Amman 
with a grant of $1.7 


c. The provision of various sup- 
plies such as tents, blankets, food, 
as well as personnel working inside 
Jordan, for about $4 million. 

d. Food aid ($4.2 million) com- 
prising 9,000 tonnes of wheat, 500 
tonnes of vegetable oD, 200 tonnes 
milk powder, 500 tonnes rice and 
200 tonnes of lentils. 

The measures aimed at providing 
i m mediate support for the evacuees 
in Jordan are carried out by: 

— International Co mmi ttee of dm 
Red Cross/Jordan National Red 
, Crescent Society: co-finandng of $2 
nrilhoo including the provision of 4 
planes, transportation, tents, 
blankets and medicine. 

— Mededns Sans Frontiers ($0.6 
million) for the provision of tents, 
plastic sheets, blankets and medical 
teams. 

— Mededns Du Monde ($1.7 mil- 
lion for the supply of mcdkznc, 
shelter material, sanitation equip- 
ment. 

■ — The Jordanian Crisis Committer, 
has been supported with a total of 
$1.7 millio n for the purchase of 
food on the local market and for the 
payment of local transport of the 
evacuees from the border to the 
transit camps and to the turpons. 


Children to demand protection 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian chil- 
dren meeting in Amman Fri- 
day in a mini -summit at the 
initiative of the Young 
Women's Christian Associa- 
tion (YWCA) in cooperation 
with the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) 
appealed to His Majesty King 
Hussein to attend the World 
Summit for Chil dren, due to 
convene in New York on Sept. 
29 and 30, and to relay their 
recommendations to the 
attending world leaders. 

During t he su mmit. Nigel 
Fisher. UNICEF’s representa- 
tive in Jordan, delivered a 
speech that outlined the chil- 
dren's rights to education, 
health and peace in what be 
called the “principle of first 
call.” He also urged Jor danian 
children who attended the 

mini-s ummi t to make their 

voices heard by the leaders of 
the 70 nations gathering at the 
United Nations headquarters 
in New York, on Sept. 29, to 
discuss children’s rights. 

“We should put the rights 
and needs of children first in 
any situation: whether a child 
survives or not, whether a child 
is well nourished or not. 
whether a child goes to school 
or not; a child should not have 
to depend on whether com- 
modity prices go tip or down, 
on whether a particular politic- 
al party is in power, on 
whether the economy has been 
well managed, on whether a 
country is at war or not,” 
Fisher said in his speech 
addressing the children who 
attended the mim-snnmut. 

Furthermore, Fisher ex- 
pressed his surprise at the 
lightning speed with which 
countries can collect billions of 
dollars in times of conflict, but 
show their staggering inability 
when it comes to saving the 
lives of millions of children all 
over the world who are suffer- 
ing from famines, wars or natu- 
ral disasters. 

"...there will be a range of 
practicable opportunities, 
which now exist, for making 
drastic improvements in the i 
fives of .the new generation — ‘ 
improvements in their survival^ 


and well-being, in their nutri- 
tion and normal growth, in 
their health and education, in 
their rights and in their fu- 
ture,” Fisher said. 

He added that costs for set- 
ting up children's programme 
amount to $2.5 billion annual- 
ly- “This amount might seem 
to be a lot, but it’s not, it's only 
1 per cent of what poor coun- 
tries spend on arras. It is how 
much the Soviet Union spends 
on vodka every month, and 
what American companies 
spend. each year on cigarettes’ 
advertisement," Fisher said. 

Taking part in Friday’s sum- 
mit were about 100 children 
coming from private schools. 
Ministry of Education schools 
and the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Pales- 
tine Refugees (UNRWA) 
schools. The children were di- 
vided into groups with adult 
moderators to discuss the up- 
coming World Summit for 
Children and the message they 
would like to send to the lead- 
ers at the summit. 

“I would like to send an 
appeal letter to President 
Bush, signed by Jordanian chil- 
dren representing Arab chil- 
dren. including Iraqis, asking 
him to show some kind of 
humanity and to decrease our 
suffering,” suggested one of 
the children who attended the 
summit. Other children called 
on the world to listen to the 
plight of the Arab children 
living in the war-torn Middle 
East. “We should have rights 
like any other children in the 
world, American or Euro- 
pean,” another child said. 

At the upcoming World 
Summit for Children a Con- 
vention on the Rights of Chil- 
dren will be the central point. 
The Convention on the Rights 
of Children came into force on 
Sept. 2, 1990, as a binding 
international law for those 
states that signed it. So far 33 
countries, including Jordan, 
bave signed it, making it the 
fastest ever human rights con- 
vention to become law. Other 
countries showed interest in 
signing the convention in the 
near future. Her Majesty 
Queen Noor null attend the 


world summit for children, on 
behalf of Jordan. 

Asked what message Fisher 
would like to send to UN- 
ICEF, he said, "my main mes- 
sage, particularly now, is that 
UNICEF has a responsibility 
for children regardless of their 
nationalities and political in- 
durations. Concerns for chil- 
dren is humanitarian — there- 
fore we should cut across any 
kind of barrier, be it political, 
economic or even social. ” 

At the end of their one-day 
meeting, the children adopted 
a number of recommendations 
designed to improve their wel- 
fare. Following are the recom- 
mendations: 

Address a message to the 
United States President 
George Bush calling on him to 
find a peaceful settlement to 
the Gulf crisis, thus avoiding 
the humanity the catastrophic 
consequences of a futile war, 
and enabling the children to 
live in peace. The children 
reminded that it was not only 
the Arab children who will be 
victimised by a potential war, 
but also the American and 
West European children, be- 
cause “of war breaks out 
thousands of them will lose 
their fathers or brothers.” 

Avoiding the double stan- 
dards when dealing with causes 
of children, and giving them 
equal treatment without any 
discrimination when it comes 
to implementation of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
resolutions. 

Giving children priority in 
any society and enacting spe- 
cial laws and legislation provid- 
ing for protecting children at 
all times and in all places. 

Directing special attention 
and care to the children living 
in difficult circumstances such 
as the Palestinian, Iraqi, 
Lebanese and Sudanese chil- 
dren. 

Keeping children away from 
any regional or international 
disputes or conflicts and giving 
them the priority they deserve 
when taking the political deci- 
sions or allocating funds; 

Calling on the world, ".chil- 
dren to stand by thejchiWroi of 


Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, and 
urging their governments to lift 
the economic blockade on Iraq 
which is leaving the hardest 
effects on the children who are 
usually the first victims. 

Appealing to the world lead- 
ers to sign and ratify the inter- 
national agreements on the 
non-proliferation of nuclear 
arms. 

Providing free indiscrimin- 
ated basic education to all chil- 
dren, and finking education 
with the needs of society. 

Increasing the educational 
allocations, when drawing up 
budgets, and providing a prop- 
er educational atmosphere. 

Calling on the international 
community to put an end to the 
arbitrary Israeli measures 
against educational institutions 
in the occupied Arab territor- 
ies, and making whatever 
necessary arrangements to en- 
sure that schooling is not dis- 
rupted frequently. 

Setting up a special fund for 
education, whereby rich coun- 
tries contribute to the educa- 
tion of children in the poor 
countries. 

Appealing to the world lead- 
ers to provide low-cost drugs 
and food for children of the 
developing world, and enact- 
ing special provisions allowing 
for the supply of food and 
medicine to Iraqi children. 

Calling on the U.N. orga- 
nisations operating in Jordan, 
particularly UNRWA and UN- 
ICEF, to forge closer coopera- 
tion in setting up more health 
centres in the poor and remote 
areas, and to contribute to 
improving the services in the 
reftigee camps in Jordan. 

Stressing the need for large 
scale promotion of health 
education material, particular- 
ly that related to Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS), drug abuse, addic- 
tion. 

Urging the world countries 
to provide more aid to de- 
veloping countries, to help 
provide dean water and sanita- 
tion thus contributing to pro- 
tecting the environment and 
prevent the frequent incidence 
of, .diseases. 


Wang The Perfect Business Solution 



Wang, the leader in office automation 
offers systems which, are easy to use 
and integrates all forms of informa- 
tion: data, text, voice and image. 

Wang systems are built on industry 

standards. 

Wang systems offer a comprehensive 
architecture integrating systems and 
applications. Open to development 
and third parties and form a frame - 
work for innovation on standards. 

Wang offers perfect solutions through 
Comcent whose experienced sales, 
service and support teams will provide 
you with all your requirements. 

Wang and Comcent the perfect 
team for perfect solutions. 
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U.S. initiatives blunted; 
resonance felt here 

PRESIDENT George Bosh has suffered two setbacks in the 
last few days right on his own turf: One was the U.S. 
Congress' rebuff of his pledge to write off Egypt’s multi- 
billion dollar debt to his country, and the other his 
lawmakers’ opposition to his plans to strike a proposed! $20 
billion arras deal with Saadi Arabia. Israel’s hidden hand 
was behind the Congress’ rejection of at least one of the two 
deals. A third setback might have been a warning by U.S. 
Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan Greenspan that 
Washington’s type of reaction to the Gulf crisis is wreaking 
havoc with the U.S. economy. 

These U.S. domestic developments suggest, at a mini- 
mmn, two things: First, Bush has no longer a carte blanche 
to do as be sees fit in the Golf region; second, the U.S. chief 
executive may have begun to feel the pinch in his own 
backyard and is trying therefore to precipitate something in 
the Gulf area in order to reverse the growing opposition to 
his free hand in handling the Kuwaiti situation and rally 
fresh support for his stance there. Accordingly, while 
Washington and its blind and obedient followers have 
pledged not to fire the first shot in the Golf region, they 
could very well be p lanning to push Iraq to the wall in a 
desperate attempt to drive Baghdad into despair and start a 
shooting war that ostensibly the West tried so hard to avoid. 
If this fails, the West may be banking on the depletion of the 
patience of the Iraqi people in which case there would be no 
need for a confrontation. The unprecedented proliferation 
of U.N. Security Council resolutions on the Kuwaiti 
situation culminating for the time being in a resolution 
projected to be adopted in a matter of days and aiming to 
extend the scope of the boycott against Iraq to cover air 
transport is nothing but an attempt to strangulate Iraq and 
force it to submit or fire the first shot. Presumably, Iraq is 
aware of this Western-oriented strategy and would try to 
outwit the West in its own game by proving that the 
endurance and patience of Iraq and its people are inex- 
haustible. 

For sure the West will think of other forms of pressure on 
Iraq, including the severing of diplomatic and cultural 
relations in order to push Iraq into a tight corner. But it 
will do that in anticipation of an Iraqi counter-move which 
can be seen as an act of war against the West by the Iraqis. 
If, however, Iraq keeps its cool, as it well knows the name of 
the game, then the only other option left for all sides is to 
seek a sensible peaceful resolution of the conflict. Every 
other alternative is simply too catastrophic, too crazy to 
even contemplate. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Friday described a draft, resolution to be 
discussed by the U.N. Security Council for imposing an air 
emabrgo on Iraq as a flagrant aggression on all Arabs and one 
that is bound to escalate tension to the explosion point. The paper 
said, instead of giving a chance to the U.N. secretary general's 
peace mediations and instead of accepting Saddam Hussein's 
peace initiatives to end the problems of the Middle East, the 
Security Council which is now under the U.S. hegemony is trying 
to escalate tension which could lead to war in the Gulf region. 
London and Washington should have waited and should have 
given a chance to the peace mediations before embarking on a 
hostile action like this, and before forcing the Security Council to 
impose an air embargo on Ir.n. said the paper. The new move on 
the part of the Western world against Iraq came at a time when 
the Iraqi president announced his readiness to receive U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar in Baghdad for talks on 
the Gulf crisis and at a time when Arab leaders were involved in 
intensive consultations to find a political solution, the paper 
added. London and Washington, said the paper, should realise 
that an air embargo which could be hidden under the veil of the 
Security Council, forms a flagrant aggression on the Arabs in 
general and Iraq in particular. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily says that the American-led invasion 
of the Gulf region will no doubt determine future inter-Arab 
relations since many of the Arab countries oppose the presence of 
foreign forces in the Gulf, but certain Arab states have supported 
it. Tareq Masarweh notes that those Arabs who aligned them- 
selves with the American forces will be vanquished like those 
Arabs who backed the Israelis in their invasion of Lebanon in 
1982. The writer notes that the 1982 invasion of Lebanon resulted 
in the downfall of Alexander Haig, the former U.S. secretary of 
state and Ariel Sharon the Israeli defence minister, while the 
American invasion of the Gulf has now led to the downfall of the 
commander of the American air force, even before a single shot 
was fired. On the whole, should a war break out in the Gulf, the 
whole Arab region will witness a drastic demographic and 
geographic change unparalleled in Arab history, the writer adds. 
Of course, the United States has been behind the whole affair and 
behind the tension created in our region by coercing Arab states, 
the Soviet Union and other nations into following her own steps, 
he notes. But he expresses confidence that the Iraqis and the 
Arab masses backing them will remain steadfast and will come out 
victorious. 

Al Dustoar Friday referred to the mini-Arab summit held in 
Rabat over the past two days involving the beads of state of 
Jordan, Morocco and Algeria. The summit reflects the intention 
of the Arab countries to give priority to peace mediation and to a 
political solution so as to avert conflict in the region, the paper 
noted. It said that the summit was a clear reply to moves by the 
United States and the NATO alliance to escalate tension in the 
region and to bring matters to a head. Jordan, Algeria and 
Morocco decided that the Arabs should not give up attempts for 
peace but to struggle to save the Arab region from catastrophe, 
the paper added. It said that Jordan which has been spearheading 
efforts for peace is determined to confront threats and escalation 
of tension with resolve to push away the dangers and avert all 
tension among the Arab sister states. 


View from Amman 


By Kamel Aba Jaber 


The engulfed intruder 


IN Arabic we have a saying 
that asks; “What does the in- 
truder want, to abscond with 
the grapes, or to fight with the 
night guard? 

What does the West want? 
Why are the French, British. 
Americans and other Western 
nations in such a belligerent 
mood? Surely, they cannot be 
more concerned about Kuwait, 
than we in the Arab World are. 
In Jordan, we have issued from 
the outset a clear statement of 
where we stand: against the 
aquisition of land by force, for 
the return of legitimacy to 
Kuwait, for the withdrawal of 
belligerent troops and their re- 
placement by Arab forces and 
for a political solution within 
the Arab fold. 

And yet, inspite of this dear 
position, the West is making 
itself believe that they care 
more chan us about the fate of 
the Kuwaiti people and the 
stability of the region. Of 


course, they are not saying that 
they have a specific scenario in 
their mind as to how the affairs 
of the area should be con- 
ducted. All of a sudden it 
appears as if we are the intrud- 
ers and they are the indigenous 
people of the area. That oil, 
which they believe is by divine 
right to be theirs, was some- 
how misplaced by the forces of 
nature in our region and that, 
at best, we are no more than 
guards over it. 

Strange logic; but then, the 
whole affair has caused many 
bizarre things to happen. The 
atmosphere is nothing short of 
an “oii-wellian" one with the 
drama so skillfully stage man- 
aged. The greatest lesson of 
this crisis is that, after all. it is 
true that some animals are 
more equal than others. I my- 
self. have never seen, nor read 
in books, about so many 
wolves in sheep's clothing. It is 
enough to make one doubt 


one's identity. 

And in my mind's “wool 
gathering” I ruminate upon the 
terrible thought as to bow can 
one' identity the real wolves 
from the real sheep. Woolly 
thoughts are these that keep 
gening 'woollier as the crisis 
unfolds. Who. for God’s sake 
is protecting who from what? 
If this sounds like war-bieating 
it, it is because the situation of 
the shifting sands is made fog- 
gier with each “Stealth" into 
our pasture. 

While we agree with the 
principle of not annexing 
others' lands by force we ques- 
tion the methodology on at 
least two levels. The first is a 
moral one dealing with the well 
established double standard 

practised by the West, that is. 
ar best, questionable. The 
second is the military option 
that seems to be performed by 
the West as well as the terms In 
which it is couched. Should the 


question be asked of who has 
the right to throw stones? Who 
among all the parties con- 
cerned in the crisis is innocent 
and thus has the moral right to 
cast a stone? 

As the scenario, prepared 
earlier, unfolds, the tone is 
also escalating in its belligeren- 
cy. "Iraq will not be permitted 
to annex Kuwait... that is not a 
threat, or a boast, that's just 
the way it’s going to be..." says 
President Bush. Is this the tone 
of a man in search of peace? 
Later he adds. "...I'm not rat- 
tling sabers. When I rattle a 
saber, the man (President Sad- 
dam Hussein) will know it..." 
And then he adds, “...Saddam 
Hussein will fail..." 

What is going on here? Is 
this the presidential candidate 
who promised in his election 
campaign to bring about a 
“kinder, gentler world?" This 
hardening of the attitude, in- 


deed the mental arteries is also 
one of the strangest by-product 
of this crisis. \t makes one 
think that it is not the “grapes” 
that the intruder wants but to 
fight the “fright guard." why? 

Indeed why? When the oil is 

now secure and when the 
Western troops have not only 
returned in their colonial gran- 
deur, but paid for by us as well. 
When the bases have come 
over ground and are now well 

established. 

What is myth and what is 
reality? In looking over our 
desen sands, with its changing 
moods and mirages, its scor- 
pions of all types below and 
above the ground and into the 
sea as well, one is struck by the 
strangeness of it all. What are 
the young boys from Montana, 
Mississippi. Surrey, the Loire 
Valley and the Abruzzi moun- 
tains doing in this strange land- 
scape? Whose democracy are 


they fighting for and what prin- 
ciples are involved? The myth 
of principle keeps imposing it- 
self on the ugly reality of might 
makes right which continues to 
repel it to no avail. I must 
admit to the whole world that I 
stopped believing my eyes and 
ears. My sense of smell has 
already been dulled so long 
ago by the Western-Israeli arm 
that pulls olive trees from the 
ground, smashes -babies' 
bones, beats women, de- 
molishes homes and lays hos- 
tage an entire land and its 

people. 

Our East is indeed a strange 
land. No one seems to be in the 
mood to think proper thought. 
But then this is the land of 
prophecy, great ideas and 
great passions. One thing, 
however, seems to be quite 
sure wbich is reputed to be the 
sum total of all wisdom: "‘This 
too shall pass." 


What is a democracy? 


By Olivier Lord 

During the recent events in East 
European countries, several of 
these states expressed the desire 
(which is. for some of them, 
taking shape) to transform their 
political rfgime into a liberal 
democracy, like those existing in 
Western countries. 

What are the essential founda- 
tions and the major characteris- 
tics enabling a political regime 
(be it a republic or a parliamen- 
tary monarchy) to be described as 
democratic and thereby the oppo- 
site of absolute monarchies, 
tyrannies, people's monocracies 
and military dictatorships? 

First of all. a democratic 
regime must ensure that the gre- 
atest number of people participate 
in public matters. In other words, 
a democracy must practise uni- 
versal suffrage. It should, 
moreover, be noted that the 


proportion of the total population 
called to vote has continued to 
increase with time. Today, the 
right to vote is not reserved for 
men only and for people payiong 
taxes alone, as used to be the 
custom. At the same time, the 
voting age has often been brought 
down. These electoral consulta- 
tions also have to be organised 
regularly and take place by means 
of a secret ballot, so that no 
pressure can be brought to bear 
and influence results. 

But the right to vote must also 
be accompanied by a real power 
of decision on the way matters 
are conducted in the country. The 
people thus have to be able to 
wield the power of “having the 
last word" in the framework of 
elections which have to bear real 
stakes and not just have the 
semblance of participation. 

Moreover, the existence of a 
liberal spirit is necessary for the 


existence of a democracy. In- 
deed. the sovereignty of a people 
cannot be exerted without a plur- 
alism of ideologies. In a democra- 
cy. the various political positions 
or opinions are freely discussed. 
Democracy thus implies a spirit 
which according to some, is “a 
sense of dialogue". In other 
words, in a democracy, there 
must be a majority and 3n opposi- 
tion with the latter able to come 
to power. Thus no monopoly or 
privilege can be established to 
back an idea and no state doc- 
tring can be proclaimed. The 
existence of a pluralistic, inde- 
pendent and free press is. of 
course, equally necessary for a 
democratic spirit to be lastingly 
created. _ 

The principle of a majority is 
recognised as being fundamental 
in the workings of a democracy. 
At the end of the 18th century. 
Abbot Sieves 11748-1836) consi- 


dered the principle of majority as 
“an incontestable maxim". But. 
naturally, there msut also be a 
true freedom of opinion without 
which the ideas of the minority 
could not be expressed and circu- 
late. 

A democratic regime must 
have a certain pluralism of in- 
stitutions in order to present an 
obstacle to any possible tyranny 
by the majority. Today, the exist- 
ence of three governing institu- 
tions is considered as inherent in 
a democratic regime: The institu- 
tion of the people which exerts 
the electoral power; the institu- 
tion of parliament (often divided 
into two assemblies) which has 
the power of deliberating; and. 
finally, the institution of govern- 
ment which has the executive 
power. 

Finally, each national of a 
democratic country must be free 



and must be able to enjoy his 
individual rights, whether these 
be privat rights (such as those 
concerning the family and private 
transactions), public (the free- 
dom to defend oneself in justice, 
to travel, to act, freedom of the 
press and of religion, freedom 
concerning trade and property, 
etc), and political (the right to 


take part in the political power). 

These rights, which the govern- ■ 
ment cannot interfere with, pre- 
serve the area of independence 
each individual is entitled, to, 
since, as Winston Churchill put it: 
“When there is a knock on my 
door in the morning, it is the 
milkman and not a policeman” — 
L* actualite en France. 


Cheney reminds brass who 
is in charge at Pentagon 


By Charles Aldinger 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON. — With a 
quick wit and a readiness to 
quash dissension in the ranks. 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney has left no doubt that a 
civilian is firmly in charge of 
America’s macho military 
establishment. 

His sacking of the air force's 
top general on Monday for 
threatening to bomb Baghdad 
in the event of war hammered 
home a rule Cheney brought to 
the Pentagon last year: Forge; 
your stars and your gold braid, 
the secretary is the boss. 

Not since President Harry 
“the buck stops here" Truman 
canned Genera! Douglas 
MaCarthur during the Korean 
war for dissenting on U.S. 
strategy has a civilian leader 
snapjwd the brass to attention 
like Cheney. 

And from corporals to 
generals, the military seems to 
like the bright, self-effacing 
former White House chief of 
staff and congressman. He 
goes to bat for better arms and 
higher pay — but demands 
details and won't brook talking 
out of school. 

“He grasps complex issues 
very quickly.*' one army gener- 
al told Reuters. “There is some 
cooperation among the milit- 
ary services today than I can 
remember. With the budget 
shrinking, that's some accom- 
plishment for Mr Cheney." 

Cheney dismissed Air Force 


Chief of Staff General Michael 
Dugan. 53. a member of the 
joint chiefs of staff, for telling 
reporters that U.S. bombers 
would launch massive strikes 
on Baghdad, even target Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and his 
family, in any war with Iraq 
erupts. 

Cheney read Dugan inter- 
views in the Washington Post 
and Los Angeles Times news- 
papers. discussed the matter 
with President George Bush 
and fird Dugan personally for 
violating rules on discussing 
classified matters and threaten- 
ing foreign leaders. 

"He look it like a gentle- 
man." the grim-faced secretary 
tcid reporters. Both he and 
Dugan expressed regrets. 

Cheney. 49. did not come by 
his attitude on authority sud- 
denly. He was White House 
chief of staff under President 
Gerald Ford and later assistant 
republican leader in the House 
of Re presema tries as a con- 
gressman from Wyoming. 

And this week’s foray was 
no: Cheney's first run-in with 
top military brass. Just after 
moving from Congress to the 
Pentagon last year, he rebuked 
Dugan's predecessor. Air 
Force Chief of Staff General 
Larry Welch, for negotiating 
behind the scenes with Con- 
gress on U.S. nuclear missiles. 

“How- can you not like a 
man who is smart, doesn't real- 
ly like to throw his weight 
arround — but who will do so 
if necessary — and walks 
around world palaces in cow- 


boy boots." said former Penta- 
gon official Laiy Korb. now a 
defence analyst with the 
Brookings Institution. 

"It's not that he doesn't 
allow egos to flourish." said 
Korb. “But he knows he can't 
have a Pentagon full of MaCar- 
thurs and keep the military on 
a coherent track." 

Truman also fired Admiral 
Louis Denfeld as navy chief of 
operations in 1949 for publicly 
criticising the air force budget. 

“It's not that other defence 
secretaries have been weak in 
the past. But there was not the 
sense that we have today of a 
secretary who knows, really 
knows, the nuts and bolts of 
what's going on at the Penta- 
gon" said a senior congression- 
al aide. 

"You don’t have to agree 
with his politics. But you know 
his decisions are based on per- 
sonal knowledge and not mis- 
information from below." 

Cheney, who is also general- 
ly liked by reporters, has had 
several minor heart attacks. 
But a heart bypass operation 
two years ago has left him fit 
and didn't hurt his sense of 
humour. 

He loves a good joke and 
likes to tell about the time he 
was campaigning for re- 
electionin his home state and 
asked a stranger, a bow-legged 
cowboy, for his vote. 

"You got it." laughs 
Cheney, quoting the voter. 
“That son of a gun we got now 
ain't worth a damn." 


Gulf crisis hampers NATO 
review of military strategy 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS. — NATO has 
strated work on a major review of 
military strategy for toe post-cold 
war era. but the Gulf crisis has 
turned what should have been a 
fairly straightforward project into 
a minefield. 

Alljance sources and analysts 
say the main outlines of future 
strategy are clear, as far as 
Europe is concerned . 

But the Gulf crisis has raised 
wider political questions about 
whether NATO could or should 
use its remodelled military 
machine outside the territory of 
its 16 member nations. 

“A military review of strategy 
won't mean very much until we 
define where the new threats win 
come from and whether we as an 
alliance can do anything about 
it." said Simon Lunn. deputy 
secretary-general of the North 
Atlantic assembly. 

The assembly groups parlia- 
mentarians from all NATO mem- 
bers and Lunn is involved in 
monitoring the strategy review. 

“The point is that you can’t 
implement a new military 
strategy until you're exactly clear 
on what the political guidelines 
are going to be,"he said. 

NATO is forbidden by its 1949 
founding charter from concerted 
military intervention outside its 
own territory and had. in any 
case, always focused on the per- 
ceived Soviet threat to Western 
Europe. 

Pressure is growing within 
NATO to scrap the limitation on 


military action, since toe Gulf 
crisis has affected Western secur- 
ity by causing oil prices to rocket 
and raising toe spectre of long- 
term instability in toe region. 

But some alliance members, 
notably France, strongly oppose 
any extension of NATO’s role 
and there is likely to be a heated 
debate on toe issue. 

In toe meantime, in the first 
major review since toe mid- 
1960s, NATO officials have to 
work out what toe alliance's new 
military strategy will be. France, 
which left NATO’s intergrated 
military structure in 1966, is not 
taking part. 

“The problem is that we really 
do have to ask toe French about 
any expansion of NATO’s milit- 
ary tasks," said one alliance offi- 
cial. 

A group to top NATO officials 
held their first meeting last week 
to begin redrafting strategy. 

A London summit of NATO 
leaders in July set out the basic 
guidelines for smaller, more 
mobile forces with a less aggres- 
sive posture. But, again, toe Gulf 
crisis may force a major rethink 
of some aspects. 

NATO sources say toe alliance 
may have to concentrate more of 
its military resources and atten- 
tion on the southern flank, an 
area hitherto overshadowed in 
favour of central Europe. 

Turkey, as toe only alliance 
member to share a border with 
Iraq, is now at the heart of 
NATO concern about instability 
in toe Gulf and toe Middle East, 

“It is conceivable that southern 
flank — toe Mediterranean, Ae- 


gean and Turkey — will end up 
becoming toe fomtline for us. 
now that toe old Warsaw pact 
threat has gone," said one NATO 
diplomat. 

Although Turkey has the big- 
gest army in NATO after toe 
United States, much of its equip- 
ment is outdated. 

NATO is likely to make sure 
that newer equipment, particular- 
ly surplus tanks and guns no 
longer needed in central Europe, 
is transferred to the area. 

It may even set up more rapid 
reaction forces which could be 
flown to toe area quickly if 
needed. 

This could also cause problems 
as Greece, also a NATO rfiem- 
ber, is likely to object to any - 
great strengthening of Turkey’s 
armed forces. The two are tradi- 
tional enemies. 

NATO sources say toe general 
ele ments of NATO's future milit- 
ary strategy, designed to cope 
with shrinking defence budgets 
and a new relationship with East- 
ern Europe, are already clear. 

They include a continued, but 
much reduced, nuclear presence 
in Europe. All ground-based 
short-range weapons are likely to 
be eliminated in negotiations with 
Moscow and the unclear weapons 
of the future will be air-launched 
missiles. 

Much smaller, highly mobile 
and multinational forces will re- 
place toe vast concentrations of 
troops left over from the cold 
war. There will be heavy reliance 
on helicopter transport for units, 
which will be much more self- 
supporting than before. 


EC wants measures to tighten Iraq siege 


(Continued from page 1) 

trade embargo imposed on Iraq 
by the council Aug. 6, four days, 
although air traffic to Iraq and 
Kuwait has been reduced re a 
trickle. 

The draft calls cm all states to 
prohibit cargo and passenger air- 
craft from any nation from flying 
over their territory to or from 
Iraq unless the plane lands firs: 
for inspection and possible deten- 
tion. 

Exceptions are those carrying 
medicine or other humanitarian 
cargo approved by the council. 

In addition states are called on 
to "detain" any Iraqi-registered 
ships which enter their ports and 
have been used in contravention 
of the embargo. Countries also 


are reminded that the trade 
embargo includes freezing Iraq’s 
known assets abroad. 

U.S. told reporters that some 
commercial vessels try to avoid 
the embargo of Iraq by traversing 
national waters dose to coast-, 
hires. The U.N. embargo is au- 
thorised only in international wa- 
ters. 

“Obviously, throughout the 
whole intercept operation we 
have watched ships that have 
Attempted to avoid being inter- 
cepted by steaming very dose to 
countries' land masses to get out 
of international waters. That has 
been tried in the past,” said 
Williams. 

"I am unaware of any ships 
that we are currently tracking 


about which we have that con- 
cern." he said. But he added that 
when such incidents do occur, 
“we try to get intercept opportu- 
nities before they dip out of 
international waters.” 

More that 1.100 vessels have 
been intercepted under the U.N. 
order, said Williams. More than 
80 have been boarded, 70 of them 
by U.S. naval forces. Five vessels 
carrying cargo in violation of the 
embargo have been diverted to 
other ports, he said. 

The New York Titbc^Apertted 
last week that three Iraqi tankers 
had recently docked and taken on 
oil at an Iraqi pipeline terminal in 
the Gulf, a move that may signal 
new Iraqi efforts to export oil and 
to enlist Iran into breaking the 
embargo. 


Iraq expels diplomats 


(Continued from page 1) 

announced 11 French diplomats 
must leave Baghdad. 

“This is a new escalation," 
French Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Daniel Bernard said. 

Britain said its Defence 
Attache Colonel John Cochrane 
and two support staff had been 
told to leave and that the incom- 
ing defence attache due to take 
up his postjrext month was ban- 

M. 

West Germany said Iraq has 
ordered the expulsion of its milit- 
ary attache and a colleague from 
Baghdad. 

Later Friday, Iraq expelled 
three American diplomats and 


the United States retaliated by 
ordering three Iraqi diplomats to 


leave, ‘the 
announced. 


State Department 


King to continue Consultations 


(Con tinu ed from page 1) 
international peace conference.” 
Rabo laid a pros conference in Mos- 
cow. 

Two high-ranking Israeli officials 
visited Moscow last weekend amid 
reports (hat Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev was seeking friendlier re- 
lation with Israel. 

Moscow 4Nk*0(roogty condemned 

Iraq while (he PLO appears to have 
increased its reliance on Baghdad. 

The PLO has come under strong 
criticann by the Gulf states and Egypt 
for supporting Iraq in its confronta- 
tion with die U.S. 

Report* from the Gnlf have sus- 
gested that the Palestinians were o£- 


Some refugees arriving to Sandi 
A^bia said last week that many of 
toe large Palestinian c o m mu ni ty were 
colloborating with the Iraqis and were 
HGw involved in helping run the coun- 
tiys day-to-day affawy 
On Friday Abu Sharif reacted : 
Hgray to th&xcports tSsnnstotf^iibri' 
38 * “viefous campaign of fie*.'" 

Four hundred thousand . PaJesti-' 
mans were suffering economic, 
“jratoipsin Kuwait. So are hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians in occn- 

rug>A 0—1 ■ . _ 
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Arab peoples’ unity faces 
more crucial questions 


By Lamis L Andonl 

Jordan Times staff Reporter 


! AMMAN — The pan-Arab 
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,c h co' ntl peoples conference which en- 
1 avail i** 1 . ded in Amman earlier this 
foie teo'ril ^ wee * ^ incBcaied a growing 
n? popular movement against the 

e of~«g» U.S.-led American intervene 
dulled ** ^ don in the region. But, accord- 
■iern.} Sr ?t mg to analysts, the confcr- 
tr-es ?^i| ence’s discussions have raised 

ish Cs important questions pertaining 
u-c H to the future and the shape of 
s 3 J i the emerging organised 

i opposition in the Arab World 

a ajtf t vis-a-vis Western military pre- 
sence in the Gulf. 

ld For one thing, will the con- 

-rn< ^ fercnee be a nucleus for a 
’ ob fisj series or a chain of Arab activi- 
j' v ‘^ r the^ ties across the Arab World to 
T lay , build up pressure on Arab gov- 
,de 25 * ernments which support the 
‘-to* foreign military buildup in the 
‘ 10 be ^ region? Or will its results stop 
’“ Ce d ioi^7 at the fiery rhetoric and in- 
flammatory speeches? 

Secondly, which trend in the 

s Arab Woiid will be leading or 

is qualified to head a popular 
i - N Arab opposition movement? 

.. . Although many Jordanian 
’ - and Arab activists hailed the 
conference as an “effective and 
i .. successful demonstration of 
; .. Arab popular opposition to 

-i Western military intervention, 
m l they concede that on its own, 
m \ the meeting would not be suffi- 
w \ dent to generate a pan-Arab 
| organised movement. 

• \ “We shall make sure that it 

^ be followed up with a series of 

activities in other Arab coun- 
tries,” said Mamdouh A1 
Abbadi spokesman of the 
.] Jordanian Arab National 
Democratic Affian ce (JAN- 
-- DA), which sponsored the 
_ ^ Amman meeting. 

_ , But some writers and activ- 

^ ists were disappointed at what 
they viewed as the meeting’s 
■ " i " : - failure to go beyond the “usual 
•' rhetoric and inflammatory 

; -? speeches.” 

“We would have preferred 
: that participants avoided emo- 

' ' - tional rhetoric and focused on 
logical and coherent analysis. 
r ~'.r The masses are already mobil- 
ised and in high spirits. What 
they are looking for is mechan- 
ism of action,” wrote Moham-y* 
med Naji Amaira$. a leading 
columnist in Al Ra*i who de- 
scribed tire meeting as “the 
first popular demonstration 
against foreign intervention 
since 20 years.” 

Other activists counter that 

• - the conference has laid the 

basis for a mechanism of action 

- ' -'’f by setting a permanent follow 

: up committee and by o u t linin g 

its short term and strategic 
objectives. 

i.:; rr? “The permanent national 
follow-up committee” which 
will be formed in the near 
•; — jii future, is expected to act as a 

steering committee of popular 
p protests across the Arab 
./.-Hr World. A reading of the final 
communique indicates that the 
. committee hopes to emulate 
; the modus operandi of the 
.* l x unified leadership of the intifa- 

da in terms of regulating and 
, steering popular activities on 
the broader scale of Arab 

- /"/. countries. 

But such a modus operandi, 

*. according to analysts, faces 

: v '* some serious constraints. For 
one the committee and its 
popular subcommittee's activi- 
ties are expected to be res- 
trained by the governments 
r which support the U.S.-led 
military presence in the Gulf. 

- Therefore, a major factor that 
will determine the success of 
■ the permanent co mmi ttee is 

' —r the influence of the member 
!-;■> political parties in each coon- 
try, and their willingness to 
defy these governments. 

“In some countries such acti- 
vities might bring about a head 
_ ..i-, on confrontation between the 
. 2* governments and the political 

parties,” said an Arab activist 
from Morocco. 

The level of political free- 
do ms in the various countries 
c'S i 80(1 the security constraints are 

-f also important factors. For ex- 






ample, the Egyptian govern- 
ment has banned leftist mem- 
bers of Al Tajamo’o party from 
travelling to Amman to 
ffie meeting while Damascus 
remains as tight as ever in 
aplying constraints on the 
movements of political activ- 
ists. 

But if the Egyptian govern- 
ment appears very in-sensitive 
to any internal criticism of its 
support of the American-led 
troops in the Gulf, what is 
more puzzling was the ban on 
Islamists to join a M usl i m 
Brotherhood good-will team 
which was trying to find a 
solution for the crisis accept- 
able to Saudi Arabia as well as 
Iraq. 

Jordanian and Arab activists 
admitted that the absence of an 
Egyptian delegation has under- 
scored a major weakness in 
any attempt to unify the 
opposition Arab movement to 
the American intervention. 
Furthermore, the Egyptian lef- 
tist parties have so far en- 
dorsed a very distinct and ex- 
plicit stand against the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait. 

Contacts made by phone 
with some prominent leftist in- 
tellectuals in Cairo, indicate 
that they view an Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait as a prere- 
quisite to securing a foreign 
troops withdrawal from the 
Gulf. 

“The Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait has invited foreign in- 
tervention,’* said Dr. 
Mahmoud Amin Al Atom, a 
leading leftist intellectual and 
an outstanding Arab philo- 
sopher, in a telephone inter- 
view in Cairo. 

But judging by the letters of 
support read out at the confer- 
ence by the Egyptian activists 
who were barren from travell- 
ing to Jordan, the focus of the 
Egyptian left, appears to be 
shifting to resistance of foreign 
intervention. 

In a lengthy analytical 
speech on the first day of the 
conference. Dr. George 
Habash of the Popular Front 
for th e Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), implied that the em- 
ergence of a strong Egyptian 
r and Gulf political opposition 
7‘ufoveinents was 1 crucial “ttittfe* 
straggle" for Arab 'sovdreigjnh 
ty” 

JANDA officials said that 
tiie conference has sent the 
resolution' to the Egyptian par- 
ties which were invited to join 
die permanent national com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Habash, and later in the 
final communique, stressed the 
need to increase contacts with 
the Egyptian parties and what 
he described as the “national 
movement in the Gulf.” 
Historically the PFLP has 
been known for maintaining 
jinks and supporting Marxist 
and pan-Arab nationalist 
opposition groups in the Gulf 
states, particularly in Oman 
and Bahrain. During the eight- 
ies, however, these groups 
appeared to have been 
weakening if not diminishing in 
stature. In the view of Arab 
analysts who are acquainted 
with the Gulf the Iraqi-Iranian 
war was one reason which con- 
tributed to the weakening of 
these movements as Baghdad 
had reportedly retreated its 
pre-war backing to the pan- 
Arabist groups. 

Other analysts dismiss the 
possibility of the emergence of 
a strong revolutionary move- 
ment in the Gulf states. “The 
Hass stru ctur e, which grants 
special privileges to the indige- 
nous population in the Gulf 
prevents such a possibility, ” a 
Jordanian analyst who lived in 
one of the Gulf states argued. 
Many Arab analysts and activ- 
ists believe that the Islamic 
trend has a stronger chance in 
influencing and creating 
opposition in the Gulf states to 
the Western military presence 
rather than pan- Arabists or lef- 
tists. 

Some analysts argue that 
even though the Gulf crisis has 


Iraq toughens position 


(Confened from page 1) 

, battle on behalf of all Muslims 
, ?ir and believers. 

y “We here in the Iraq of Arabs 
apd Muslim believers have de- 
rided without any retreat to lead 
j, the gathering of the believers in 
die land of Iraq until the honest 
‘ ' J end,” it said. 

“God wants Iraq to wage the 
> “Pzt* battle cm Iraqi soO for the fibera- 
ipd* tiotL of Jerusalem and other holy 

restate." 

f*” A The television showed Prea- 
^ri dent ' Saddam Hussein presiding 
over a joint meeting of the Re- 
^ V vohitionary Command Cornual 
the leadership of the Baath 
-jf c V party. 

jo jr lpv The statement accused Iraq's 

eDe ™ cs denying ti*® 


pie food “and imposing a siege 
even on civil aircraft in-order to 
put the people of Iraq in a pris- 
on.” 

It told the Iraqi people that 
they should not worry “to what 
level the battles might lead you** 

“It’s a great honour for every 
Iraqi man and woman and every 
honest Arab and every honest 
beHever,” it said. 

The Iraqi statement urged me 
Iraqi people to stand firm saying 
Cod had chosen them to defend 
“humanity, the poor and miser- 
able people." 

It denounced Iraq's enemies 
saying: “May the curse of God 

fall on them, fall on those dwarfs 
that are led by Bush, Fahd and 
Hosni.” 


revived a strong wave of pan- 
Arabism, the Islamist move- 
ment remains more qualified 
and prepared to lead an Arab 
movement against the foreign 
ixnevention. 

The Anoman-meeting itself 
has been regarded as the major 
step so far by secular pan- 
Arab, leftist and even liberal 
forces to unify their ranks to 
lead the popular movement. 
Analysts argue that the secular 
have benefitted from an appa- 
rent reluctance by the Islamic 
movements (in the Arab 
World) — partly due to the 
fingering influence on some of 
its wings by Saudi Arabia — to 
lead an outright opposition to 
the Gulf states cooperation 
with the West. 

JANDA officials said that 
the coalition has invited the 
Muslim Brotherhood organisa- 
tion in Jordan to take part in 
the Amman meeting but that 
the latter preferred not to. 
Muslim Brotherhood sources 
told the Jordan Times, that the 
movement did not object to 
the meeting in principle but 
had hopes that it would co- 
sponsor the event and have a 
say in determining the guest 
list. They said that JANDA’s 
response was that there was no 
time for such preparations as 
die meeting date was already 
scheduled. 

Officials from both sides said 
that initial plans to form a 
national from comprising all 
trends in Jordan have not 
materialised yet. 

“Despite the common 
ground against foreign in- 
tervention the two trends are 
still competing to lead the 
Arab streets,*' said one 
analyst. 

But in the view of even 
members of leftist popular par- 
ties, the Islamists still have a 
better chance for influencing 
public opinion. 

“The Gulf crisis has pro- 
vided the pan-Arabist trend 
with a historic opportunity to 
re-emerge as the prevailing 
trend in the Arab World, but it 
has to seriously re-organise 
and make a critical assessment 
for its past experience,” Mr. 
Issam Shabi, from the-Tunisian 
^Progressive'' Di^&cS-atic ■ 
- Affiance -(Taj afoou’o) 'said. 

Last week representatives of 
al the Muslim Brotherhood 
organisations met in Amman 
to discuss an Islamic initiative 
to solve the Gulf crisis. The 
meeting gave way to specula- 
tions that there is a lack of 
consensus within the move- 
ment over the need to take a 
decisive and firm position 
against Saudi Arabia. “Some 
Islamist leaders are pushing for 


a conciliatory position that 
would not huii their links with 
Riyadh... but in most countries 
their base is turning against the 
Gulf states and pustiing for a 
confrontational position,” said 
a Moroccan political activist 
who is acquainted with the 
Islamic movement in North 
Africa. 

The Islamic movement, 
however, appears more orga- 
nised than the other secular 
trends. 

According to interviews with 
several members of various 
Arab secular parties, there has 
been minimal if any coordina- 
tion among the various pan- 
Arab or leftist political orga- 
nisation. 

Therefore, a main objective 
of the permanent committee is 
to maintain some form of coor- 
dination and cooperation 
among tbe various Arab orga- 
nisations. 

“The parties were consumed 
in local issues at the expense of 
pan-Arab national issues,” 
said a source attending 
tbe meeting. 

Economic problems and tbe 
straggle for democracy have 
been two main issues wtiich the 
Arab parties have focused 
upon in each country’, Arab 
political activists agreed. 

“At this stage we have to 
strive to combine the struggle 
for democracy with the pan- 
Arab struggle for sovereignty 
and against foreign interven- 
tion,” said Shabi from the 
Tunisian Socialist Democratic 
Party, “evidently the latter will 
now have to take priority but 
we cannot and should not 
ignore the struggle for demo- 
cracy,” he added. 

The importance of democra- 
cy was stressed by many parti- 
cipants who pointed out that 
the Amman-conference, which 
constituted a starting point, 
could not have taken place 
if it was not for the democra- 
tisation process in Jordan. ' 

“The democratisation pro- 
cess in Jordan will have a far 
reaching impact on the re- 
gion,” said Dr. Habash. 

But it seems that it is the 
political parties in the 
^Maghreb, which acted as one 
J bloc and produced many of the 
* practical suggestions to the 
conference, which are ex- 
pected to play the crucial role 
in leading the movement in the 
future. 

“The Maghreb will provide 
the necessary weight that the 
opposition popular movement 
will need to compensate for the 
absence of an effective role by 
the Egyptian parties," pre- 
dicted a Jordanian political 
activist. 


DISCOVER THE WORLD FROM THE GATEWAY OF ROYAL JORDANIAN 

Amman, a modem city 3,000 years old, has been the crossroads of 
civilizations for centuries. Today, it is still the gateway to both the western and 
eastern worlds. 

Discover the world from Jordan, the home of Royal Jordanian. With a net- 
work spanning the globe from North America to the Far East, Royal Jordanian flies 
you to the world on the aircraft of tomorrow. 

On your way to discovering the world, 
discover what a difference enjoyable travel ROYALJORDANIAN 
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Conserve water . . . 

Every drop Makes a difference 


JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

PACKNG, AIR FREIGHT - 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMARASONS 

MfafeTKL. 604676 60*1696 ^ 
\\>K P.O.BOX 7806 


STUDIO HAIG 

: 7t*.VW. V . . 

vftafejsio ntf Qualify in' 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

T*fc 6S4M0. Fee MOSS 
The 22205 BESMCO JO 
P JO. Box 128407 
. AMMAN JORDAN ^ 


(Mca/do 

VjKl 


Ar Amman’s 
If exclusive gift shop Vl 

/Italian shoes.leather goods, 

I perfumes, lighters, watches, 

I pens, silverware, porcelain, 

I crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grind! ays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


f 4 Rent & Sale 

■ Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 

Cgy ~ 81Q520 




RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


EASTERN 


DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 


AIR & SEA FREIGHT 


TEL V 7'S FA." 
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Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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Dine & Dance 
.Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
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The first& best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

AhliyyahjSirls School 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.nt. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel $$ 396 $ 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the woite, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX “ 


The febney Palace H&e! 

LOBBY LOUNGE 

4fcSABEEL 

DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 




House i 


/ CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and tasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 



To advertise in 
this section 


Steak House 

(The best In the town) 

DINE IN & TAKE-AWAY 
SERVICE 

Open daily l£.0O o.m. 

Till 12:00 midnigM 

Mecca Street - Jaber Center. 
Tel: 829064 - 8280 SS 



Amman -Tel 668193 

P O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 

Businessmen 


Call 667171-6 

670141-4 

ext. 223 
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Asian Games open today 

OCA votes to suspend Iraq from games 


Australia leads in Davis 
Cup against Argentina 


PEKING (AP) — Some 4.000 
athletes open Asia's version of 
the Olympics Saturday in festivi- 
ties staged by a city trying to shed 
its image as the place where 
troops gunned down pro- 
democracy demonstrators 15 
months earlier. 

In the biggest Asian Games 
ever. China is expected to win 
again in the medals race. At stake 
are 308 gold medals in 27 sports 
— most of the usual Olympic 
events plus golf and such Asian 
contests as sepak takraw and 
kabbadi. 

Asian athletes are among the 
world’s best in archery, badmin- 
ton, gymnastics, judo, diving, 
shooting, table tennis and vol- 
leyball. 

In the 36-nation field. South 
Korea and Japan are the other 
major powers, pursued by North 
Korea, back in action after 

boycotting the 1984 and 1988 
Olympics and 1986 Asian Games. 

Taiwan is back in the games for 
the first time since 1970. A dis- 
pute over its use of the name 
China kept it out until it was 
readmitted as “Chinese Taipei.’* 

But Iraq is out. Two days 
before the opening, the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA) voted to 
suspend that nation for its Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. About 65 
Kuwait athletes and officials who 
were outside their homeland at 
the time have come to Peking to 
compete. 

The Chinese capital has built a 
towering new Asian Games vil- 
lage, refurbished its sports are- 
nas, repaved streets and lined 
them with flowers and banners 
proclaiming “unity, friendship, 
progress." Everyone from police- 


men to waitresses is greeting visi- 
tors with unaccustomed polite- 
ness. 

Some foreign leaders are ex- 
pected for Saturday’s opening 
ceremonies. They include Pakis- 
tan President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan. Iranian Vice President 
Ghafori Fard, North Korean Vice 
President Li Jong Ok, Thai De- 
puty Prime Minister Mana Rapa- 
nakoses. Vietnamese Vice Pre- 
mier Vo Nguyen Giap, Singapore 
Second Deputy Prime Minister 
Ong Teng Cheong and Noboru 
Takeshi ta, a former Japanese 
prime minister. 

In the last Asian Games, in 
Seoul in 1986. China edged South 
Korea 94 to 93 in the gold medal 
race. Japan followed with 58 
golds, out of a total of 270 at 

stake then. 

In the 1988 Olympics, South 
Korea won 12 gold medals, 
fourth best overall, while China 
took five and Japan four. 

Yuan Weitnin. chairman of 
China’s 799-member games de- 
legation. said the Chinese will 
strive to win more than 100 golds 
this time. But he predicted that 
the competition would be “even 
more fierce” than in 1986. 

South Korea looks for North 
Korea to cut into its medal win- 
nings this time, making it hard to 
duplicate its past successes. Like 
the South Koreans, the athletes 
from the North are strong in 
wrestling, weightlifting, boxing, 
judo and shooting. 

“North Korea’s entry will 
make a big difference,” said 
Chang Chung Shik, bead of the 
668 member South Korean de- 
legation. 


10 nations accepted for 
America’s Cup challenge 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — The field 
of challengers for the 1992 Amer- 
ica's Cup has been rounded out at 
12 syndicates from a record 10 
nations with the late addition of a 
Soviet group, organisers said. 

The Red Star Syndicate of the 
Leningrad Yacht Club was 
accepted last Monday during a 
meeting in Perth, Australia, of 
the Challenger of Record Com- 
mittee. 

Eleven challengers had posted 
the required $150,000 perform- 
ance bonds by the Sept. 3 dead- 
line. 

The Soviet syndicate asked for 
and received an extension, saying 
its paperwork and funding had 
been delayed. 

“The field of 12 challengers 


from 10 nations makes this the 
most international America's 
Cup in the 139-year history of the 
event.” said Stan Reid, chairman 
of the Challengers' Executive 
Committee. 

Four nations will be competing 
in the America's Cup for the first 
time: The Soviet Union, Japan, 
Spain and Yugoslavia. 

Nine syndicates that originally 
challenged have dropped out. 

“Having 10 challenging nations 
versus the former record of six in 
1987 is a significant increase in- 
dicating interest in the America's 
Cup among more people of more 
countries than ever before," said 
Tom E bin an, general manager of 
the America's Cup Organising 
Committee (ACOC). 


Atalanta fears trouble at 
2nd leg UEFA Cup match 


BERGAMO, Italy (R) — Italian 
soccer club Atalanta fear more 
crowd trouble when they play 
Dinamo Zagreb in Yugoslavia in 
the return match of their UEFA 
Cup tie after violence during this 
week’s first leg. 

“We’ve got our helmets ready 
for Zagreb," Atalanta's Argen- 
tine World Cup star Claudio 
Caniggia said Friday. 

Nearly 30 people, mostly 
Yugoslavs, were injured during 
brawling between Dinamo fans 
and police before and after 
Wednesday's fust leg in Berga- 
mo. a 0-0 draw, police said. Ab- 
out 25 people were arrested. 

They said a judge Thursday 
gave two Yugoslavs in their early 
20s five-month suspended sent- 
ences for attacking police officers 
and ordered them to be expelled 


from Italy. 

A Yugoslav teenager lost his 
sight in one eye after being knifed 
in the face by fellow Dinamo 
fans. The victim was wearing an 
Atalanta scarf he had just been 
given in exchange by a local 
supporter. 

Police confiscated numerous 
chains, bottles, sticks and stones 
from Yugoslav fans. 

An I tab an fan is recovering in 
hospital after a fire cracker ex- 
ploded beside him during the 
game, causing him to lose his 
balance and fall to the lower tier 
in the stadium during the game. 

Some 300 I tab an fans of the 
“Friends of Atalanta” Suppor- 
ters' Gub have cancelled their 
trip to Zagreb for the second leg 
on Oct. 3 for fear of trouble with 
local supporters. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& 7 ANN AH H1RSCH 

,T fT- 'jurnzn me 


TOO EASY FOR EXPERTS! 


East-West %-ulnerabIc. Soulh 
deal? 

NORTH 
* 8 

A K 9 7 6 J 

: k 6 

+ 10 6 3 2 

WEST EAST 

* KQ J 107654* 3 

.0*42 : 1 10 5 

Void Q J 9 5 4 3 2 

* 7 * K5 

SOITH 

* A 9 2 
' Void 

' A 10 8 7 

* A Q J 9 8 4 


The bid 

ding: 



South 

West 

North 

East 

1 * 

4 * 

5 + 

Pas 

6 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of * 

In every Held, you come across a 
situation so simple that everyone is 
lured into a sense of fake security. 
That is true at the bridge table, too. 
This easy play problem revealed a 
blind spot in a host of very good 
players. 

We like North’s derision to bid 
five clubs, suppressing a very good 
heart suit. With so many major-suit 
cards accounted for, it was a near 
certainty that South had a genuine 
dub suit. South had the values to go 
on to slam, but fell victim to snow- 


blindness. 

Declarer won the opening spade 
lead in hand and. in an effort to take 
the trump finesse, led a diamond 
toward the king. West ruffed and 
revered to spades and East over- 
ruffed dummy for a one-trick set. A 
most unfortunate set of circum- 
stances. Over the years this hand has 
circulated around the bridge world, 
and some of the world’s great play- 
ers can be counted among its 
victims. 

Actually, the play of the hand is 
simplicity itself. Ail South has to do 
at trick two is bang down the ace of 
clubs. If trumps are 2-1, declarer 
can claim, since he can ruff two 
losers and discard two on winning 
hearts. 

If Trumps are 3-0. it’s most un- 
likely that West holds them. And if 
he does, (here ore many combina- 
tions of the cards that will still allow 
declarer to get home: a red-suit 
squeeze against East, for instance. 
And if East has the three trumps, 
declarer has no problem. East surely 
has at least three diamonds, so de- 
clarer will be able to ruff one dia- 
mond low, take two discards on the 
high hearts and then ruff his re- 
maining loser with the ten of 
trumps, losing only one trick to the 
king. 

Bridge is such an easy game! 


The North is sending its Largest 
sports delegation ever — 559 
athletes and officials. 

Japan, once Aria's dom in ant 
sports power, hopes for triumphs 
again in swimming and track and 
field, and in its native sport of 
judo, where Sooth Korea has 
been strong in recent years. 

“We hope to win as many gold 
medals as possible but I think it's 
impossible to gain the top place in 
Peking because new events — 
like kabbadi and sepak takraw — 
were added this time and many of 
them are China's specialty,” said 
Tsutomu Kato of the Japan 
Olympic Committee (JOC). 

Sepak takraw. popluar in 
South East Asia, is played by 
kicking a rattan ball over a net on 
a court similar to a Badminton 
court. In kabbadi. teams score by 
touching opponents on the 
opponents’s ride of the court. An 
attacking player must continuous- 
ly shout “kabbadi, kabbadi.” and 
opponents can eliminate him 
from the game by holding him 
down until he has to stop the 
chant to catch his breath. 

JOC Chairman Hironoshin 
Furuhashi predicted that China 
would win 120-150 gold medals. 
South Korea 60-70, Japan 50-60 
and North Korea about 30. 

Among the closely watched in- 
dividuals will be Indian female 
track star P.T. Usha, who won 
four gold medals in tbe 1986 
games and did the same in last 
year's Asian Athletics Cham- 
pionships. after a disappointing 
performance in the 1988 Olym- 
pics. 

Chinese President Yang Shang- 
kun is to declare the games open 


in ceremonies Saturday in the 
71,000-seat Workers Stadium. 

They feature parachute jump- 
ing, a 600-piece army band. 1.400 
athletes performing the Chinese 
shadow-boxing exercise of 
Taichichuan. and dances with 
such themes as Lotus Swaying on 
Green Water. 

Practice races are scheduled 
Saturday in yachting, but other 
competition does not begin until 
Sunday. Tbe games end on Oct. 
7. 

Meanwhile Iraq said Friday the 
expulsion of its athletes from the 
Asian Games because of its inva- 
sion of Kuwait was unjust and a 
“mark of disgrace" on the sport- 
ing movement. 

The Olympic Council of Aria 
voted 27 to three in a secret ballot 
Thursday to ban the Iraqi athletes 
and suspend Iraq indefinitely. 

The ruling Booth Party news- 
paper A1 Thawra said: “It is 
considered a mark of disgrace on 
the OCA's forehead which was 
founded on principles and ideas 
aimed at bringing closer Asian 
youth athletes and developing 
their capability and skill away 
from all political trends.” 

A1 Thawra reiterated previous 
Iraqi accusations that rich Gulf 
countries had briefed the poor 
Asian nations to vote against 
Iraq. 

“The men of Asian sports re- 
sorted yesterday to the language 
of tbe dollar, which to some of 
them is the clearest language and 
the nearest to the heart.” 

It added: “Sports in this conti- 
nent has become a commodity 
which can be traded. And the 
winner is the one who pays more 
than the others.” 


SYDNEY (R) — Pat Cash re- 
vived memories of his 1987 
Wimbledon triumph and Wally 
Masur finally buried a Davis Cup 
nightmare from die same year to 
give Australia a 2-0 lead in the 
cup World Gronp semifinal 
against Argentina Friday, 

The style of the two Austra- 
lians’ triumphs, which gives the 
home side a great chance of 
playing in their 32nd Cup Final, 
could not have been more diffe- 
rent. 

Cash was never troubled by 
Alberto Mandni, who loathes 
grass courts, while Masur had to 
fight back courageously from two 
sets down against Martin Jaite to 
win 3-6 6-7 64 6-0 6-2. 

Cash destroyed Mandni 6-1 6-1 
6-2 in the opening singles,* a 
90-minute humiliation only slight- 
ly eased by the Argentine reveal- 
ing he was carrying a serious 
shoulder injury. 

It was Davis Cup singles of 
1990, serving and volleying faul- 
tlessly and harrying Mancini with 
backhands of rare precision. 

“That was the best, errorless 
tennis I've seen on grass,” said 
Captain Neale Fraser, himself a 
former' Wimbledon champion. 
"You could count the number of 
unforced errors on one hand.” 

Cash was delighted with his 
performance which showed he 
has recovered his renowned 
speed around the court after a 
serious leg injury last year. 

“I didn’t do much wrong. I’m 
very pleased with it,” Cash said. 
“I expected to be a little nervous 
but I dropped into a great 


rhythm. I think he found it pretty 
difficult.” 

Mancini said team had hidden 
his shoulder injury, suffered at 
tbe U.S. Open. “I was not feeling 
okay with my right shoulder. I 
had an injection and I tthought it 
was going to be better hit it 
wasn't realty good for me,” Man- 
cini said. 

If Mancini fails to recover, 
Javier Frana will take his place. 
Frana and Christian Mmiussi play 
Darren Cahill and mark Kratz- 
mann in Saturday's doubles. 
Argentina, finalists once in 1981, 
have never recovered to win from 
a 2-0 deficit in the Davis Cup. 

Since helping Australia avoid 

relegation from the World 
Group in 1989 against Peru, 
Masur has won all his singles in 
the defeats of France and New 

Zealand. 

But his performance in the 
1987 semifinal defeat by India, 
when he lost unexpectedly to 
Ramesb Krishnan and Vi jay 
Amritraj, came back to haunt 
him in the first two sets against 
Jaite. 

Jaite, not a grass court special- 
ist, showed he had the class and 
all-round game to play on any 
surface, serving hard and deep, 
and returning with exceptional 
accuracy to a leaden-footed 
Masur. 

“I felt during the early sets 
pretty much as I did then (1987),” 
said Masur later. “I didn't get out 
of it then but X feel I'm a much 
better player now. But it was 
definitely in my mind." 


Crystal Palace faces 
biggest test of season 


Young Argentine player 
hopes to equal Maradona 


LONDON (R) — Crystal Palace, 
the surprise side among the pa- 
cesetters in the English Soccer 
League, play a London derby 
Saturday which should reveal 
whether their lofty position truly 
reflects their status. 

The F.A. Cup finalists, who 
spent most of last season fighting 
off relegation, visit Tottenham 
Hotspur, who are third, a place 
ahead of Palace although only on 
goal difference. 

Both sides are unbeaten, but 
the early-season fixtures, which 
always produce an improbable 
contender among the teams at the 
top of the table, have given the 
south London side an easier start. 

Fortune may still smile on 
Palace at White Hart Lane Satur- 
day, however, as Tottenham's 
lethal goalscoring duo Gary 
Lineker and Paul Gascoigne axe 
both doubtful starters. 

Between them they have scored 
seven of Tottenham's eight goals 
this season and manager Terry 
Venables, who won Palace prom- 
otion to the fiist division in the 
1970s. said Friday it was “touch 
and go” as to whether the pair 
played. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


Gascoigne is still struggling to 
overcome a thigh strain picked up 
in Tottenham's 2-0 win at Leeds 
last week while England captain 
Lineker strained a muscle. 

Another plus for Palace, whose 
victories have been against 
newly-promoted Sheffield Un- 
ited, struggling Norwich and 
Chelsea, is the return from injury 
of midfielder Alan Pardew. 

But it is probably London's 
only other unbeaten side. Arsen- 
al. who will be pushing cham- 
pions Liverpool to the fullest. 

Arsenal, who broke the 
Merseyside domination of the 
1980s when on the championship 
two season ago. are equal with 
Tottenham and Palace, four 
points behind Liverpool. 

Their Swedish World Cup win- 
ger Anders Umpar — a close- 
season signing — has added pace 
and creativity to the side. 

He scored one and bad a hand 
in tbe other three goals in Arsen- 
al’s 4-1 win over Chelsea last 
week and will undoubtedly prove 
a bandful for Nottingham 
Forest's England defenders Des 
Walker and Stuart Pearce Satur- 
day. 


PISA, Italy (AP) — He has the 
same first name as Argentina's 
most popular soccer figure, and 
experts believe he could produce 
the same wonders. 

Though Diego Simeone, 20, 
since arriving in Italy has pro- 
tested comparisons with Diego 
Maradona, he admits that the 
captain of the Argentine national 
team and of Italian Major League 
Napoli is a model he would like to 
imitate. 

Simeone joined Pisa in the 
Italian Major League this season. 
He earned headlines in Italy for 


“I want to follow the steps of 
my idols, Maradona and Falcao,” 
he added. “ For reaching their 
levels I will have to work very 
hard. I will also need good luck.” 

Paulo Roberto Falcao, the cur- 
rent coach of the Brazilian 
national team, played in Italy 
with Rome in the early 80s. 

Maradona joined Napoli in 
1984 and helped his Italian team 
to win two league titles in four 
years. 

Simeone played with Argenti- 
nes Juniors and Velez Sarefied 
the past few years. He hopes a 


his goal in last Sunday's match jr -good showing in the Italian 


against Lecce. 

Hie goal, preceded by a soft 
lob over the heads of two rival 
defenders, was considered a mas- 
terpiece by Italian soccer writers 
and was called the best goal of the 
day by Sandro Mazzola, a former 
Italian national team star and a 
television commentator. 

Simeone's play, along with 
goals by Italian striker Lamberto 
PiovaneUi, took Pisa to a surpris- 
ing first place tie with powerful 
A.C. Milan and Xnternazionale. 

"My first goal in Italy is very 
important, because it was scored 
in the most difficult cham- 
pionship of the world, a real 
soccer university," the young 
Argentine forward said Tuesday. 


League may help him to gain 
back a place on the Argentine 
national team. 

He had seven caps and one 
goal before being dropped by 
coach Carlos Bilardo from the list 
22 for this year's World Cup in 
Italy. 

Pisa has spent about $1.3 mil- 
lion to transfer Simeone on a 
three-year contract. 

Club President Romeo 
Anconetani, who has the reputa- 
tion of being a top soccer expert 
and a good businessman, may get 
at least five times original invest- 
ment from other Italian chibs if 
Simeone does well, as expected, 
in his first season jn Italy. 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ENERAL TENDENCIES: The course of action for the future, in 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Autumnal Equinox sets off a deter- 

mined new condition in your chart 
dial must be recognised and dealt 
with unless it is already under 
control. Blocks or bold ops will no 
longer prevail. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You would be wise now to cany 
through frith whatever interesting 

course of action has already been 
started and do various facets your- 
self. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
condition at your residence that 
has re q uire d attention that has 
been pm off can now be 
approached from a very conven- 
tional manner and handled. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 

have responses to make to the 
request of others whether by word 
of mouth or by writings and you 
best do so by raising level to some 

humour in answering. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Not the day to branch out 
in any new investments or business 
propositions but behind the scenes 
analysis of them can be construc- 
tive. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have some ambitious goal today 
but there are some difficult factors 
to contend with so don't force 
results beyond their natural 
tendency to give. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are eager to work out a 


private or with a secret advisor that 
is not apt to include all necessary 
factors involved. 

LIBRA: (Sep t ember 23 to October 
22) Not the day to approach a loyal 
and general companion for assist- 
ance unless it is in a very_ under- 
standing and offhand fashion. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have a number of 
worldly situation to take care of 
today and you need to be more 
conscientious in performing, them 
and get the advice of a bigwig. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November^ to 

December 21) A day for you to 

spend the major portion of your 
Hum analyzing just what you can 
do to make a fresh start but not the 
day to actnally do it. 

CAPRICORN: (December- 22 to 
January 20) A good day of the 
week to consider all your various 
business arrangements and get 
them behind you so you free some 
oncoming valuable ti m e. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Much comes into the open 
showing you what you have left 
undone where some public interest 
or activity is concerned, put issues 
behind you quickly. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider well foe state of your 
environmental conditions and just 
what you can do to make 'them 
appear and operate more as. suits 
your style and comfort. 
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‘Harriet is a little moody today. 


JUAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
. by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee < 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, \ 
one letter to each square, to form I 
tour ordinary words. y / 


CENIE 


RITHM 


'31 

□ 

□ 


UVERD 





HOW TO STOP 
AN ANNOYING NO/SE 
IN THE CAR. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: EXCEL BERYL WIDEST HAMMER 

Answer A vegetarian will chew vegetables and 

ESCHEW MEAT 


THE Daily Crossword 


Diane C. Baldwin 



ACROSS 
t Clan symbol 
6 Mines 
10 "The 
Greatest" 

13 Gladden 
H Shell 

15 Candid 

16 State capitals 

19 — Cruces 

20 Assay 

21 Insensitive 

22 Cruiser 

23 Scuttle 

24 State capitals 

30 Fathers 

31 Mr. Mlneo 

32 Guido’s note 

33 Cambodian 
neighbor 

34 Foolishly 
sentimental 

36 Menial 

37 Landers 

38 Tankard fillet 

39 Distorts 

40 State capitals 

45 Top 10 items 

46 Merit 

47 — Doone 

49 Regatta 
necessities 

50 NY Slimmer 
nows: abbr. 

53 Stale capitals 

56 Wings 

57 Pleasant 

58 Family circle 
member 

59 — tie met 

60 Prayerful word 

61 Spume 

DOWN 

1 Duck 

2 Stew pot 

3 Typewriter 
buttons 

4 Airport abbr. 

5 Tutors 

6 Pure 

7 Seek prey 

8 — hat 
(trite) 

9 With 
complacence 

10 Rats: abbr. 





11 Oahu 
ornaments 

12 Lodge 

15 Honshu port 

17 Annus . 

18 Samovars 

22 Bonnet 
buzzers 

23 Ginger cookie 

24 Grand e g. 

25 Branding 
tools 

26 Buttery tree 

27 Looks from a 
Lothario 

28 Wed on the 
wing 

29 Supplies a 
crew 

30 Baeon hunk 

34 Mm. general 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nranran rannn 
nnna nnnnn □□ran 
nnrannnnnnn nuiun 
nnn nnran nnnnrara 
„ nnnri nnaran 

onanranran 
nnnn nnma nnnnni 
399 Hananna nnn 
nnnra rararan 
nn HH0 nnn nranrann 
nnnn 

9293 nunnniFinnnnn 
HRGH nnnra 

inriran nnnnn nnnn 


42 Sow's squeal 


at the Alamo 43 Desensitize 
25 44 Shakespeare 


38 Agony 

39 Deteriorates 


tor one 
47 Ms Faiana 


41 men In a 48 Cat's-eye 

fiih" in i-^ . 


50 Happily — 
after 

51 Ten: pnef. 

52 Canasta card 

53 — — o'shanter 

54 Aspire 

55 Bite 













Commonwealth ministers 
back British debt plan 
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PORT OF SPAIN (R) — A 
British debt relief plan for the 
world's poorest countries woo 
strong backing Thursday from 
. Commonwealth finance ministers 
- bat must dear a bigger hurdle 
when it goes before major indust- 
rial nations. 

A communique issued after a 
two-day meeting welcomed the 
plan presented by British Chan- 
■ ccHor of the Exchequer John 
Major calling for up to $18 billion 
owed to Western creditor govern- 
ments to be written off. 

Finance ministers from more 
that 40 Commonwealth nations 
tilled on the so-called Paris Club 
of creator governments to adopt 
the plan. 

“At this stage the expectation 
" and hope was that the proposals 
’ would find a favourable response 
in the Paris Chib. We did not 
contemplate what would-happen 
if the opposite were the case," 
Commonwealth Secretary Gener- 
al Chief Emeka AnyaoKu told a 
news conference. 

A British treasury official 
-strongly defended the proposal 
even though he acknowledged 
there may be some bargaining 
ahead with Britain’s main indust- 
rial partners. 

“The logic behind this is un- 
assailable, even though it may 


take a little time to digest. This is 
an idea whose time has come," 
the official said. 

Major called on the Paris Club 
to write off two-thirds of the 
$27.46 billion owed to them by 
the poorest countries, many of 
them, in sub-Saharan Africa, and 
to give them up to 25 years to pay 
back the rest of the debt. 

Major, who said be would 
promote the plan in Washington 
next week at the annual meeting 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), also suggested that 
debtors be allowed to suspend 
interest payments on the rest of 
their exposure for five years. 

Some delegates said Britain 
might face some tough talking to 
get the plan past all of its partners 
among the Group of Seven (G-7) 
most industrialised countries, 

Michael Wilson, finance minis- 
ter of Canada, the only other G-7 
country represented at the Com- 
monwealth meeting, said 
although he favoured the plan he 
thought some of the details may 
need more thought. 

“I think it is a very good 
proposal. There are some par- 
ticulars I would have to give some 
thought to,” Wilson told Reuters. 
“It’s clear these countries need 
additional help but it’s a blanket 
proposal, not case- by-case.” 


Czechoslovakia rejoins IMF 
fold, seeks help for reforms 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Czechoslovakia rejoinedthc Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and World Bank Thursday after a 
break of more than 35 years and 
immediately announced plans for 
major borrowing to support its 
economic reform programme. 

Finance Minister Vaclav Klaus 
said Czechoslovakia would seek 
financial support From both the 
fund and major industrial coun- 
tries to back a package of sweep- 
ing economic reforms due to 
come into force Jan. 1 next year. 

But Klaus warned that the Gulf 
crisis and spiralling world oil 
prices would have a serious im- 
pact on the economy and could 
make it more difficult to sell 
tough reforms to the people as 
Czechoslovakia tried to set aside 
years of communist central plan- 
ning. 

"This will complicate our re- 
form measures dramatically.'* 
Klaus told a news conference 
after signing articles of agreement 
to make Czechoslovakia the 
152nd member of the IMF and 
World Bank. 

“It is a very unhappy coinci- 
dence of events, it is coming at 
the same time as we are introduc- 
ing radical economic measures 
and cutting subsidies at home.” 


he noted. 

Czechoslovakia had been one 
of the founding members of the 
IMF and World Bank, taking part 
in the 1944 Bretton Woods con- 
ference in New Hampshire which 
shaped the post-war world 
monetary order. 

But. in 1954 the communist 
government in Prague pulled out 
of the IMF and World Bank as 
the Soviet Union and its allies set 
up a rival Hast Bloc economic 
system based on barter and 
grouped around the rrade orga- 
nisation Comecon. 

Bulgaria has also applied to 
join the IMF and World Bank 
and is expected to be admitted 
next week. The Soviet Union is 
sending a special delegation to 
this year's annua! fund and World 
Bank meetings now gerting under 
way here but has as yet made no 
formal application for mem- 
bership. 

World Bank President Barber 
Conable said Thursday he did not 
expea the Soviet Union to join 
soon. 

Klaus; who made rejoining the 
fund his first task in the new 
Czechoslovak government after 
last year’s revolution, said he 
wanted to negotiate a “stand-by” 
credit with the IMF and was 


seeking a “stabilisation loan” 
from major industrial nations 
similar to that granted to Poland 
nine months ago. 

He gave no figures for the 
loans but, under fund rules, Pra- 
gue would be allowed to borrow 
in any one year up to 110 per cent 
of its newly allocated quota of 590 
million Special Drawing Rights 
(about $825 million). 

The stabilisation loan for Po- 
land totalled $1 billion and was 
specifically designed to back the 
zloty as Warsaw's new finance 
minister Leszek Balcerowicz 
opened up the economy to the 
West and introduced radical eco- 
nomic reforms. 

The loan package for Prague, 
whose economy has proved to be 
one of the most resilient in East- 
ern Europe, would be designed to 
coincide with the next phase of 
Klaus's reforms on Jan. 1,1991 
when prices, trade and currency 
dealings will be liberalised. 

The pace of economic reform 
has been highly controversial in 
Czechoslovakia but Klaus said 
the Gulf crisis, which has hit the 
oil-dependent countries of East- 
ern and Central Europe particu- 
larly hard, meant it was impera- 
tive to press ahead. 


Philippines 


oil price 

MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
Friday raised petrol and fuel Oil 
prices by between 21 and 36 per 
cent, sparking strike threats from 
major labour and transport orga- 
nisations. 

President Corazon Aquino said 
the government was forced to 
raise prices because of the Gulf 
crisis and warned labour groups 
against causing unrest. 

The government cushioned the 
increase by reducing the tax on 
oil before announcing the rise in 
retail prices, fearing that right- 
wing army rebels would use the 
oil price issue as a rallying point 
to launch a fresh coup attempt. 

Although the Philippines im- 
ports almost all its oil, prices are 
still among the lowest in Aria. 

The price of premium petrol 
was increased by 25 J per cent to 
S.86 pesos (34 U.S. cents) a litre. 

Aquino, who has survived six 
coup attempts since being swept 
to power in a popular revolt in 
1986, said prices had to go up 
because they were set when oil 
averaged $15 a barrel, against the 
presenr price of over 530. 

She urged the country of 60 
million people to conserve ener- 
gy- 


Jordan, Turkey 
and Egypt to get 
special aid from 
World Bank, IMF 


Gulf aid package pressures Japanese 
government and business community! 


TOKYO (R) — After pledging a 
$4 billion aid package to the Gulf, 
Japan's government says it is 
strapped for cash. 

Many economists expea the 
government to knock on the door 
of prosperous private industry. 
But corporations may prove slow 
to answer. 

“We want to play an active role 
in burden sharing,” said Yoshi- 
haru Tateishi, a spokesman for 


automotive giant Toyota. “But 
we’re running a business. We are 
not in a position to contribute 
free goods to the government.” 
Bowing to U.S. pressure, 
Japan last week boosted its initial 
$1 billion pledge of Gulf aid to $4 
billion — $2 billion in economic 
aid to “frontline” Middle East 
countries, and $2 billion in non- 
military aid to multinational 
forces. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. doOar 
Pound Sidling 
Deuttcbcmack 
Swiss franc 


Thursday, September 20, 1990 
Central Bank nffldfl rates 

Aur_ — Trt^frimc 125.CT 125.8 

*** Japanese yen (for JQ0) * 481.5 484.4 

658.0 J 66TO Dnicb guilder - 371 5 373.7 
1239-4 1246.8 Swedish crown 114.3 115.0 

418.7 421.2 Itafian lira (for 100) 56.1 56.4 

50Z5 505-5 Belgian franc (for 10) 204.4 205.6 


Announcing the new package 
Sept. 14. foreign ministry spokes- 
man Taizo Wa tana be admitted 
that the government did not 
know’ where a lot of the promised 
funds for the multinational forces 
would come from. 

Japan is simultaneously trying 
to avoid fresh government deficit 
spending, meet requests from va- 
rious agencies for higher funding, 
and comply with U.S. demands to 
spend more on public works to 
stimulate imports. 

Tokyo is also under pressure to 
increase foreign aid to many 
countries, quite aside from the 
Gulf crisis. 

Watanabe said Japan faced 


expenditures as the government 
prepared to “tighten the belt". 

He said the government did not 
plan to request aid from private 
industry at that point, but this 
week an official at the ministry of 
international trade and industry 
said that while the government 
had not received any special 
favours from industry, it might 
consider donations or discounts if 
offered. 

“I do think the Japanese gov- 
ernment will have to put greater 
pressure on Japanese companies 
to step up material donations,” 
said Jesper Koll. economist at 
S.G. Warburg Securities (Japan). 

But he doubted the companies 


"serious budget.cq^Srtaints” and nr *rpuld respond quickly. “In rypic 
the extra 'aid to' thg 'Gulf forces^aj Japanese fashion we’re' not 
•would tax the government. Hej. -going to sec a quickrmove'by one 
said the finance ministry would company but consensus build- 
instruct other ministries to cut ing.“ Koll said. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

1.8455/65 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1547/57 

Canadian dollar 


1.5800/10 

Deutscbemarks 


1.7795/7805 

Dutch guilders 


13215/25 

Swiss francs 


32.40/45 

Belgian francs 


512850/2900 

French francs 


1175/1176 

Italian lire 


137.20/30 

Japanese yen 


5.7920/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.0915/65 

Norwegian crowns 


6.0085/0135 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

389.00/389.50 

U.S. dollars 


FOR RENT 

Distinctive Villas - Apartments - Flats 


Tm 


Ana 

Vjdoc 

3 bodO bam (F) 

2nd floor apt 

Urn-umetna 

6000 JEVyaar 

3 bod/3 baft (F) 

Grand flat 

Um-umena 

7500 JD/year 

4 bed/* bam (UF) 

Semi-vrta 

Atxtoun 

8500 JDryear 

Z bed/2 bam (F) 

2nd floor apt 

Shmeisani 

5000 JOryear 

3 bed/2 both (R 

■m floor apt 

Abdom 

6000 JO/yea r 

3 bed/2 bath (F) 

Ts floor flat 

AMSardens 

5500 JD/year 

4 bed/3 bam (UF) 

Vita 

Jubnlha 

10000 JD/year 

i be drt bam 

Ground opt 

Shmeisani 

2800 JD/yaar 


And many other offers between 5000 - 22000 JD. All units 
include: Fully fitted kitchen, W 8D, personal parking space, T.V.. 
phone, utility room and many other features. 

Rarely available and potentially stunning in prestigious locations 
for foreign personnels only. 

Minaret Real Estate, Tel: 833478 - 833479 (NIDAL) 




"Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 




Indiana Jones 
in 

TEMPLE OF DOOM 


Performances: 3:30, &30, M0 p-m. 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Dured Lahham 
Madeline Tabar 

l-KAFROUt, 

3:30, 6:45,8:45/10:45 P.MJ 

3-SENIOR 


\ 


5:15, p.m. 


r Cinema 


NUOUM 



Samir Ghanem, Ahmad 
Bdetr 
. in 

KILL MY WIFE 

WITH THANKS 

(Arabic) 

ftafiDcmaoces:- 12:00, 3:00, &00. WJ0 jwn. 
Rida? & Sunday cstrm show ■» 1U00 Lm- 



Z Cinema Tel: 634144" 

__ PHILADELPHIA 


B1RDY 


3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Performances: 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel : 69923© 


I mat A1 Alalli 
Yahya Al Fakhrani 
in 

Execution 
of a Judge 


i w - 12JOJJQ.6:30^:30.Kh30 p.m. 



Venezuela, Tunisia 
and Bolivia join GATT 


GENEVA (R) — Tunisia. Vene- 
zuela and Bolivia have joined ihe 
world trade forum, the General 
Agreement on Traiffs and Trade 
(GATT), in the past month, rais- 
ing its total membership to 99. a 
GATT spokesman has said. 

Costa Rica is likely to become 
the 100th member in the coming 
weeks after its ratification, and 
Algeria, Bulgaria. China. El Sal- 
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nepal and Paraguay are all nego- 
tiating membership. 

Geneva-based GATT, founded 
in 1984 with a mission to liberal- 
ise world trade, covers around 90 
per cent of international com- 
merce. 

Members qualify -for most- 
favoured nation trading status 
with other member states, and if 
they think they are being treated 
unfairly, they can take their dis- 


pute to a GATT panel. 

Tunisia, which became a con- 
tracting party Aug. 19. agreed to 
bind tariffs on a majority of its 
imports at levels ranging from 17 
to 52 per cent. 

Once tariffs are bound, they 
cannot be raised unless other- 
trade concessions are offered to 
the GATT forum. 

Oil exporter Venezuela joined 
Aug. 31, binding its entire tariff 
schedule at 50 per cent, to be 
lowered in two years to 40 per 
cent. It had already reduced its 
tariff rates from as high as 135 per 
cent. 

Bolivia became a member 
Sept. 8. and bound its entire tariff 
schedule at a ceiling of 40 per 
cent. It described its accession as 
an aa of faith in the multilateral 
trading system and in GATT. 


A SPECIALITY CLINIC 

MOHAMMAD BARAKAT 


professor of medicine and head of Digestive Diseases 
Division at Kuwait University and Mubarak Hospital 
announces the opening of his private practice as of 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 1990 in the medical centre bldg., 
opposite the Ministry of Health. Prior appointments are 
preferable. 

Office Tel: 691500 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank have 
pledged to draw up an aid pack- 
age for countries hurt by the Gulf 
crisis and sharply higher oil 
prices. 

World Bank President Barber 
Conable said Thursday the bank 
would coordinate with the IMF in 
the financing package that will 
include a multilateral pool of 
funds that could help offset the 
economic misery caused by the 
crisis, particularly in the frontline 
states of Jordan, Turkey and 
Egypt. 

At the same time, they are 
assessing the global damage of 
the jump in oil prices and the loss 
of income which workers in the 
Gulf had sent home to their 
countries. 

“There are several things we 
can do and expea to do,” Con- 
able told reporters. 

"The Gulf crisis will severely 
impact some nations,” IMF Man- 
aging Direaor Michel Camdessus 
told a news conference Thursday. 
“We expea to be able to help all 
our countries overcome these dif- 
ficulties.” 

Both Conable and Camdessus 
spoke with reporters as finance 


ministers and central bankers be- 
gan gathering for the annual 
meeting of the 152 member- 
country institutions. 

Representatives from the 
Soviet Union will attend for the 
first time — as “special invitees." 
Czechoslovakia Thursday be- 
came a member of the IMF and 
Bulgaria is expeaed to follow suit 
shortly. 

Conable, asked when the 
Soviet Union might apply for 
membership in the two institu- 
tions. said he was uncertain but it 
was unlikely to be any time soon. 

“I don't think this' is going to 
happen fast,” Conable said. 

The IMF and World Bank are 
puning together a study of the 
Soviet economy that Moscow and 
the lending institutions can use as 
the country moves toward a mar- 
ket economy. 

The Gulf crisis, which has pro- 
foundly changed the global eco- 
nomic ' tapestry, is expeaed to 
dominate the meetings as policy- 
makers search for ways ro hold 
the line on economic damage that 
continues to mount. 

The meetings, which include 
discussions of the powerful 
Group of Seven industrial coun- 
tries. run through next Thursday. 


Unity threatens jobs for 
75 per cent of East Berlin 
key bureaucrats 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Seventy- 
five per cent of East Berlin's 
13,000 cabinet ministry staff will 
be sacked, retired early or put on 
a waiting list for rehire after 
German unification, the govern- 
ment said Friday, 

Cabinet ministry staff are 
mainly headquarters policy- 
makers and administrators — in 
addition to the 1.5 miUitin em- 
ployed throughout the^state 
bureaucracy. 

The East German government 
personnel office said only a tenth 
of these key employees in the 
bloated formerly communist 
ministries could expea to be re- 
tained as civil servants with job 
security in the new Germany. 


Some 10 to 15 per cent would 
be kept as contraaual employees 
for specific tasks, it said. 

Fifty per cent would be placed 
on a waiting list with 70 per cent 
pay and encouraged to enroll in 
retraining programmes pending a 
decision on their future by the 
early summer of 1991. 

The rest would be fired or 
handed early, retirment. 

'"Any employee found in plan- 
tiled background checks to have 
collaborated with the former 
communist security police, the 
Stasi, was unlikely to be kept on 
in the new government. 

East German ministries em- 
ployed 30,000 people before the 
1989 popular revolution. 


FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Shmeisani near United Nations Building. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 balconies, sitting room, 
dining room, large salon with its terrace, fully equipped 
kitchen with its balcony, separate central heating and 
telephone. 

Please call tel.: 670924 


PURE - PERF1AN 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 
SERVICES THIS SUNDAY 

CATS FOR SALE 


8 a. m.: HOLY COMMUNION 
6:30 p.m.: FAMILY COMMUNION 

Telephone: 824431 


CELEBRANT: CANON PETER MAYOR 
TEL: 628543 


CAR FOR SALE 

Peugeot 505 station, 1987 model, 53,000 kms, air con- 
ditioning, 5-speed, 7 passengers, remote door lock. 
Excellent condition. Duty unpaid. 

Price JD 5,700. 

Tel: 827496 or office 699317 


AQUAMAR1NA1 + 11 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, 
L-shaped salon, colour. TV, telephone, central heating, intercom ana 
video. 

Location: Jabal Amman, in quiet residential and safe area, 3rd Circle. No 
water problem. 

Also small 2 bedroom apartment available. 

PtMM call TeL: 641345, from 6-10 un, 5-10 p.m. and Friday all 
- day. 




SPECIAL OFFER 

AQUA f JD 9.000 

AQUA II JD 5.000 

FOR 

JORDANIAN and IRAQI 

In double room occupancy 

Experience an evening with “MAHA" and her BAND, "Gli 
Amici" in the Blue Lagoon Restaurant. 

Coupled with Traditional Arabic Dishes. 


For reservation Tel- 316250-315165 





JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

COLTD 

INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO. 23F/9D 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender 
No. 23F/90 (for the supply of) 400 mits of 
special gelatine. 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman supply depart- 
ment until 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 
18.10.1990. Application for documents 
should be accompanied by a nonrefund- 
able fee of JD (50) for each set of tender 
documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
12:00 hours local time Wednesday 24, 
October 1990. Wasef Azar 

Managing Director 
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1 990 S. Africa death toll reaches 1 ,700 

Mandela ready to meet Buthelezi 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
African National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela said Friday he 
was ready to meet Inkatha chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi to help 
end faction fighting that has 
claimed almost 1.700 lives this 
year. 

Mandela, saying that Buthelezi 
was his friend, praised the In- 
katha leader and said the two 
groups must end their rivalry. 
The statement represented a 
abrupt turnabout after the ANC 
bad for months refused to deal 
with Buthelezi. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from Inkatha. 

“I remain indebted to him be- 
cause of our friendship and the 
support that he has given to me.” 
Mandela said in an interview with 
state-run South African Broad- 
casting Corp (SABO. 

A senior police officer said 
Friday 1.6S9 people have been 
killed' and 1 .607 injured in politic- 
al violence in South Africa so far 
this year, with hundreds dying in 
recent weeks. The dead included 
36 police officers, he said. 

It was the first time police had 


provided overall casualty figures 
for the wave of violence sweeping 
South Africa. 

‘The present state of unrest 
and violence is alarmingly intense 
and widespread," Lt.-Gen. 
Louwtjie Malan said. 

He said 792 people had been 
killed in recent weeks in bloody 
battles between ANC supporters 
and Inkatha followers in the 
Johannesburg area. 

Mandela again criticised the 
government Friday for recent 
steps to halt faction fighting 
around Johannesburg. He said 
the measures only served the 
government's interests and did 
not aid blacks. 

“I had in mind that these would 
be measures, which would take 
the interests of both black and 
white into account, that they 

would be measures acceptable to 
both sides,” he told SABC. 

The government last week 
adopted tougher security mea- 
sures and sent more police and 
troops into townships to try and 
halt the violence. The ANC 
claims the measures discriminate 
against their supporters. 


The ANCs National Executive 
Committee issued a statement 
late Thursday saying it was ready 
to meet with Buthelezi and other 
black homeland chiefs. Home- 
lands were set up by the white 
government as separate states for 
blacks in a country where blacks 
have no voice in national politics. 

There was no indication of 
when or where such a meeting 
would be held. 

The ANC. blaming Inkatha for 
the fighting, previously rejected 
meeting with Buthelezi. The 
statement Thursday still blamed 
Inkatha “vigilantes” and "ele- 
ments” of government security 
forces for the violence. 

It also said the government had 
adopted a “laissez-faire” attitude 
toward the violence in die hope it 
would generate “insecurity, fear 
and terror” to make citizens 
accept authoritarian measures. 

Buthelezi. the Kwazulu home- 
land chief minister, has previous- 
ly rejected efforts by his oppo- 
nents to classify him solely as a 
homeland chief. He has sought to 
deal with the ANC as a political 


equal and called repeatedly for a 
meeting with Mandela. 

The two black opposition 
movements are divided by differ- 
ing visions of a future South 
Africa and strong leadership 
rivalries, compounded by tribal 
di ff erences. Both oppose apar- 
theid. 

The ANC statement also 
reiterated calls for an indepen- 
dent review board to investigate 
complaints against police. Man- 
dela and other black leaden have 
alleged that police use unneces- 
sary force and favour Inlcath a in 
the township fighting. 

The ANC has warned Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk that talks on a 

non-radaj South African demo- 
cracy could collapse unless be 
acts to stop a black township war 
which has killed nearly 800 peo- 
ple. 

“We warn the South African 
government that unless it is seen 
to be taking appropriate mea- 
sures to apprehend and prosecute 
the perpetrators of this violence, 
it will have to assume full respon- 
sibility for derailing of the peace 

process," it said. 


Army called out in north 
India to quell caste fury 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian 
army was called out in the north- 
ern city of Chandigarh Friday to 
quell violent protests against a 
government plan to set aside jobs 
for low-caste Hindus. 

A leader of a Hindu revivalist 
party propping up Prime Minister 
Vishwanarh Pratap Singh’s 
minority National Front govern- 
ment threatened to withdraw sup- 
port if he does not act to cool the 
issue. 

"If he does not come to his 
senses, blood will flow in the 
streets of India and he will be 
responsible for it.” Madan Lai 
Khurana of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party fBJP) told a rally in New 
Delhi. 

Gangs of protesters pelted 
police with stones and set fire to 
120 government vehicles in Chan- 
digarh Friday, a day after a stu- 
dent tried to bum himself to 
death in the Haryana town of 
Sirsa in protest at the jobs plan. 

Chandigarh is capital of both 
Haryana state and Punjab, where 
security forces are fighting a 
decade-old Sikh separatist in- 
surgency. 

“We are not handing over the 
city to the army but we have 
asked them to restore civil 
order.” Baleshar Rai. adviser to 


Chandigarh’s governor, told re- 
porters. 

Curfew was in force in several 
areas of the city and all shops and 
offices were closed, he said. 

Three students tried to set 
themselves on fire outside a Delhi 
University college earlier this 
week. One was still in critical 
condition Friday with severe 
bums. 

They were trying to shock the 
government into scrapping plans 
announced on Aug. 7 to set aside 
another 27 per cent of govern- 
ment jobs for people low down 
the Hindus social scale. 

Already 22.5 per cent of cen- 
tral government jobs are reserved 
for people of the lowest caste. 

The Indian media has reported 
at least 38 deaths since protests 
began about six weeks ago. 
Opposition to the job policy com- 
es mainly from upper caste Hin- 
dus who dominate India's busi- 
ness and bureaucracy. 

In Jammu City, winter capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir state, 
police fired in the air Friday after 
protesters against the jobs plan 
damaged more than 100 buses 
and cars. 

At least 50 people were injured 
when police used batons to dis- 
perse them, state officials said. 


Bulgaria’s Socialists 
form 1 -party government 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria's Social- 
ist Party, the only "former Com- 
munist Party in Eastern Europe 
to win a majority in free elec- 
tions. formed a new. one-party 
government Friday. 

A late-night session of parlia- 
ment. Bulgaria's first freely- 
elected National Assembly after 
four decades of Communist rule, 
approved a draft list of ministers 
proposed by Prime Minister 
Andrei Lukanov. 

Most deputies of the opposi- 
tion Union of Democratic Forces 
fUDFl. which has refused all 
offers by the Socialists to join a 
coalition government, boycotted 
the vote. 

UDF leaders say they spurned 
the coalition invitations because 
they want the former Commun- 
ists to bear the blame for Bulgar- 
ia's present economic crisis and 
chronic food shortages. 

The new government con- 
tained few surprises. Defence 
Minister Dobri Dzhurov and 
Foreign Minister Boyko Dimitrov 
were dropped from the cabinet 
and replaced by their deputies. 

Dzhurov. 74. is a popular fi- 
gure with many older Bulgarians. 
But opposition leaders say he was 
compromised by his once close 
association with Todro Zhivkov. 


the disgraced hardline Commun- 
ist leader ousted from power in 
November. 

The government included three 
independents — Culture Minister 
Dimo Dimov, Science Minister 
Ilia Konev and Enilia Maslarova, 
who will head the new Ministry of 
Employment and Social Welfare. 
The Ministry of Justice has still to 
be filled. 


but one UDF deputy re- 
to enter the main par- 


AIE 
fused 

liamentary chamber to hear the 
results of the vote, but sat instead 
in a gallery for spectators. 

A UDF spokesman told parlia- 
ment the boycott was a protest 
because the candidates for minis- 
tries had not been presented indi- 
vidually to parliament before the 
vote. 

“We deeply regret that such an 
undemocratic procedure was im- 
posed on us.” UDF spokesman 
Stoyan Ganev said. 

Opposition leaders say they do 
not expect the government to last 
for long. 

“We have to celebrate the elec- 
tion of the last Communist gov- 
ernment in Bulgarian history.” 
UDF historian Venzislav Dimit- 
rov told Reuters after Lukanov 
announced his team. 


Gabon rejects opposition 
demand for new elections 


LIBREVILLE (R1 — President 
Omar Bongo, who survived bitter 
anti -government protests in May. 
has risked opposition fury by 
rejecting mounting pressure for 
invalidate ng Gabon’s chaotic 
first multi-party elections. 

Bongo's prime minister 
announced late Thursday that 
there would be no fresh polls 
except in constituencies where 
the first round of balloting Sun- 
day had already beert nullified. 

The authorities declared the 
ballot void in 32 of 120 consti- 
tuencies contesting seats in 
Gabon's 120-member parliament 
because of massive polling irregu- 
larities and opposition charges of 
rigging. 

A preliminary round would 
take place in such districts on 
Oct. 21 with a runoff a week 


later. Prime Minister Casimir 
Oye Mba said on state radio and 
television. 

Political parties have until 
Oct. 14 to dedare candidates. 

Bongo, ruler of this oil-rich 
West African state since 1968. 
debated the election issue with 
his inner cabinet all day Thursday 
after an opposition leader deman- 
ded the entire election be de- 
clared null. 

“We demand the annulment of 
elections in the entire country." 
declared Pierre Louis Ogondjo. 
head of the Progress Parry of 
Gabon (PGP) which sacked 
Gabon's oil capital in anti- 
government unrest last May. 

Ogondjo. a lawyer, refused at a 
press conference Wednesday to 
speculate on what would happen 
if Bongo rejected the demands. 


Sri Lankan troops kiil 9 
rebels in coastal battles 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Gov- 
ernment troops killed six Tamil 
rebels in a raid on a hideout on 
Sri Lanka's eastern coast, milit- 
ary officials said Friday. 

Three other rebels were killed 
when troops blew up their boat 
approaching Mandaitivu Island in 
the north, said the officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity . 

Both attacks took place Thurs- 
day. the officials said. 

Five fiberglass boats carrying 
rebels were destroyed in the raid 
at Palawanalan. 225 kilometres 
northeast of the Sri Lar.kan capit- 
al of Colombo. Mandaitivu is 285 
kilometres north of the capital. 

Rebels massacre civilians 

Meanwhile, police officials Fri- 
day said 23 Sinhalese civilians 
were killed in an attack on a 
fishing village Wednesday, down 
from the estimate of 40 dead 
announced earlier by the Defence 
Ministry. 

The government accused the 
Tamil Tigers rebel group of the 
killings at Vellamundel. 170 
kilometres north of Colombo. 

No contact with the rebels is 
possible from Colombo. They are 
based on the Jaffna peninsula, 
where communication links have 
been cut since June. 

Police officials in Puttalam. 4$ 
kilometres from Vellamundel. 
said 23 bodies were found in the 
charred remains of the 1 1 huts set 
on fire by suspected rebels. 

The victims include 17 men. 
three women and three children 
who were hacked and shot to 
death and their bodies left :o 
bum in the blazing houses, said 
the officials, who were contacted 
by telephone. They cannot be 
identified under standing regula- 
tions. 

Land mines placed by the re- 
bels delayed troops from reaching 
Vellamundel. which was accessi- 


ble only by boat, said the offi- 
cials. 

The anack was the latest in a 
series of civilian killings attri- 
buted to the rebels, who are 
fighting for a separate Tamil 
homeland in the north and the 
east. 

Sri Lanka's north is dominated 
by the Tamil minority, but some 
areas have Sinhalese communi- 
ties. Tamils. Sinhalese and Mus- 
lims are about equally distributed 
in the eastern districts. 

Nationwide. Tamils form 18 
per cent of the population, and 
the Sinhalese account for 75 per 
cent of the country's 16 million 
people. Muslims make up about 7 
per cent. 

The surviving grief-stricken 
villagers, gathered around the 
bodies of the slain, related the 
harrowing story. 

“I was collecting wood outside 
when I saw the men. I covered 
myself with branches and hid 
until they went away. Then I ran 
to the nearest jungle to get help,” 
said Elizabeth Muri. whose sister 
and nephew were killed in the 
attack Wednesday. 

As soon as he saw the armed 
men. A.K. Romulus fled into the 
jungle, hearing gunshots as he 
ran. 

“I got into a boat and went 
across to the nearest village.” 
said the fisherman, whose son 
was killed by the attackers. 

The isolated fishing village has 
a lagoon on one side. On the 
other sides it is surrounded by 
thick jungle, a wildlife sanctuary 
where the Tigers are known to be 
hiding. 

This was the first time the 
rebels, fighting for a homeland of 
their own in the north and east, 
had attacked civilians in the 
majority Sinhalese-dominated 
area, a military officer told a 
Reuter reporter at the scene. 


Sihanouk 

accepts 
government 
demand on 
council 

BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodian 
resistance leader Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk urged his guerrilla 
allies Friday to give the govern- 
ment another seat on a national 
council if Sihanouk becomes 
chairman. The concession was an 
attempt to end deadlocked peace 
talks. 

An agreement could revive the 
work of the Supreme National 
Council (SNC), which under a 
U.N. peace plan is eventually to 
help guide the nation to democra- 
cy through new elections, ending 
11 years of war. 

The first meeting of this council 
collapsed Wendesday in Bangkok 
over the conditions under which 
Sihanouk, a former bead of state 
and the key figure in any peace 
settlement, should be made chair- 
man. 

In a statement issued from his 
Peking home, Sihanouk said the 
three allied guerrilla groups 
should accept Premier Hun Sen's 
demand that the government get 
another seat on the Supreme 
National Council if Sihanouk be- 
comes chairman. 

If Sihanouk became the 13th 
member of the council, as the 
guerrillas have demanded, he 
would have tie-breaking power. 

Sihanouk's statement Friday 
noted news reports that the U.N. 
Security Council has urged the 
four factions to send a unified 
delegation to the current U.N. 
General Assembly session to take 
Cambodia's seat. The quarrel 
over the Supreme National Coun- 
cil had stalled selection of this 
delegation. 

“I request to my comrades in 
arms in the Cambodian resist- 
ance... to make a gesture which 
shall be appreciated by our peo- 
ple and tire international com- 
munity by accepting that the 
Phnom Penh side appoint a 7th 
representative to the SNC, if 
Norodom Sihanouk is eventually 
elected president of the SNC.” 
Sihanouk’s statement said. 


Yeltsin 

unhurt 
in Moscow 
car crash 

MOSCOW (R) — Boris Yeltsin, 
the president of the Russian Fed- 
eration and a key figure in the 
Soviet Union's mounting political 
and economic crisis, was involved 
in a car crash Friday but an aide 
said be is not hurt. 

“He is in hospital for a check- 
up. He is alive and well . and 
smiling," Valentina Lantseva, 
Yeltsin's information aide, told 
Renters. ‘‘There is no need for 
any panic.” 

A Moscow police spokesman 
said the accident happened about 
830 a.m. on Moscow’s central 
Tverskoi Street as Yeltsin was 
driving to the parliament of the 
Russian Federation where he was 
due to preside over a morning 
session. 

On Thursday, the parliament 
of the biggest republic voted to 
call on the central Soviet legisla- 
ture, the Supreme Soviet, to de- 


mand tiie resignation of Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov be- 
cause of his resistance to radical 
economic reform. 

Since Yeltsin, 59, became Rus- 
sian Federation president in May, 
the parliament has become in- 
creasingly radical and cham- 
pioned the cause of wide-ranging 
independence from Moscow 
among all the 15 Soviet republics. 

Lantseva, contacted by tele- 
phone, said the accident hap- 
pened when a small passenger 
saloon “broke traffic regulations 
and shot out, hitting Bom Niko- 
layevich’s (Yeltsin’s) car on the 
side he was sitting." 

“But it was nothing serious. He 
is conscious. He has telephoned, 
his wife from hospital. There is 
no danger to his life whatsoever.” 

The police spokesman said 
Yeltsin — expelled from the 
Communist Party’s ruling polit- 
buro in 1988 after criticising the 
pace of Kremlin chief Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s reforms — stepped 
from his car, a black Volga Sa- 
loon, unhurt after the accident. 

Residents of the apartment 
building just off Tverskoi Street 
where Yeltsin lives with his wife 
said he returned home after the 
crash shaken but not injured. - 


Drug lords kidnap two 
prominent Colombians 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombian 
cocaine lords claimed responsibil- 
ity Thursday for the recent 
abductions of two prominent 
journalists and the sister of a 
former government official, and 
demanded that the government 
treat them as a political group 
rather than as criminals. 

A caller claiming to represent 
the powerful Medellin cocaine 
cartel telephoned Colombia's big- 
gest-seQing newspapers El Tiem- 
po Thursday to say that its editor, 
Francisco Santos — seized in 
Bogota a day before — was in the 
bands of the cartel, El Tiempo 
said in a statement. 

The spokesman said the cartel 
had also abducted Diana Turbay, 
a leading journalist and daughter 
of a former president, and Marina 
Montoya, sister of a former top 
aide of ex-President Virgilio 
Barco. 

The three are all prominent 
members of the ruling liberal 
Party establishment, with close 
relations with the most influential 
people in Colombia. Montoya 


was abducted Wednesday and 
Turbay has been missing for three 
weeks. 

The spokesman set out the 
cartel's position but made no 
specific demands for the three's 
release. Nor did he say how long 
they would be held. He said the 
traffickers were awaiting orders 
from cartel boss Pablo Escobar, 
who he said was in Central 
America. 

The drug barons said they 
wanted political treatment similar 
to that given to guerrilla groups 
that have entered peace talks 
with the government. Members 
of the M-19 rebel group were 
granted amnesty from prosecu- 
tion when they handed in their 
arms last March, but the govern- 
ment has refused to give similar 
treatment to drug traffickers. 

Colombian news reports have 
said that the kidnappings may be 
part of a cartel attempt to press 
for a negotiated solution to the 
drug war. The drug lords de- 
clared a unilateral truce two 
months ago. 


Ceausescu’s son i 


BUCHAREST (R) — Nicu 
Ceausescu. the son of the late 
Romanian dictator, was found 
guilty of aggravated murder on 
Friday and jailed him for 20 
years. 

The Bucharest military tribunal 
decided that Nicu was not guilty 
of genocide for ordering the 
shooting of demonstrators during 
the December 1989 uprising in 
which his father. Nicolae 
1 Ceausescu, and mother Elena 
were toppled and executed. 

Instead the tribunal decided 
he was guihy of “instigating 
aggravated murder”. Nicu im- 
mediately lodged an appeal 
against the judgment. 

Passing sentence, the chairman 
of the tribunal said Nicu would 
also be deprived of citizen’s 



rights, such as the right to vote, 
for 10 years after finishing his 
sentence. He was also stripped of 
his rank as a major in the military 
reserve. 

Nicu. 38. wearing tinted glasses 
and a chequered jacket, listened 
with quiet resignation in the cour- 
troom where no more than 30 
people, mostly journalists, were 
assembled. 

The sentence was the max- 
imum available for the reduced 
charge. 

Nicu. once renowned as a play- 
boy and heavy drinker, was Com- 
munist Party boss in the central 
town of Sibiu and his father’s heir 
apparent. 

During the trial, which began 
in Sibiu in May, Nicu argued that 
he had already left the town 


before shooting erupted on Dec. 
22 with the loss of 91 civilian 
fives. 

His uncle. General Nicolae 
Andruta Ceausescu, who ran the 
secret police training school in 
Bucharest until December, was 
convicted of aggravated murder 
and jailed for 15 years in June. 

The general, a brother of the 
late president, was held responsi- 
ble for organising the violent re- 
pression of protest demonstra- 
tions in the capital on Dec. 21-22, 
in which 540 were killed. 

The dictator and his wife were 
executed on Dec. 25 after a sum- 
mary mifitaxy trial, which found 
them guilty of genocide and 
wrecking Romania’s economy. 

Other members of Ceaucescu's 
family still face trial for financial 
crimes. 


U.S., Philippines adjourn talks on bases 

Washington ready to cut forces 


PHILIPPINES J 


MANILA I AP) — U.S. and Phi- 
lippine officials adjourned talks 
Friday on the future of L'.S. 
military bases, with the Amer- 
icans offering to cut their forces 
but no agreement on the scale or 
timetable. 

On the eve of the talks Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino said the 
time had come for an orderly 
withdrawal from the bases, which 
some Filipinos feel infringe on 
national sovereignty. 

Spokesmen for both sides told 
reporters Friday that they would 
resume talks in about a month in 
Manila. No precise date was 
announced. 

Philippine officials said they 
want complete control "as soon 
as possible” of Dark Air Base, 
the largest U.S. overseas installa- 
tion. 

They staked out that position 
Thursday on the third day of talks 
on the future of Clark. Subic Bay 
Naval Base and four smaller faci- 
lities. Their lease expires in 
September 1991. 

Chief U.S. negotiator Richard 
Armitagc and Philippine Foreign 
Secretary Raul Mandapus had 
agreed that Wallace Air Station. 
Camp John Hay, the San Mszuc; 
Communications Station and 
Camp O'Donnell revert to Filipi- 
no control next year, according to 
Philippine spokesman Rafael 
Alunan. 

However, the spokesman for 
the U.S. panel. Stanley Schrager, 
said Friday that no decision had 
been reached on any of the in- 
stallations. 

“The other facilities have been 
mentioned briefly, and we have 
not come to a conclusion on what 


should be done with any of them 
3t tins time” Schrager said. 

When the talks began Tuesday. 
Armitace said the days of a large 
American military presence here 
were coining to an end. 

Alunan said the United States 
had proposed a 10-to-12 year 
phaseout of its forces, but Schra- 
ger said no specific schedule had 
seen discussed. 

"The duration is something 
that will be discussed, and we 
have not really set out any outer 
bruts or parametres on what we 
would like to see happen at this 
point.” Schrager said. 

Alunan said the Philippine gov- 
ernment had not yet formed its 
own position on the withdrawal 
timetable. 

Tne bases are technically under 
Philippine control but are effec- 
tively run by the Americans, who 
ruled this island nation from 1898 
until independence in 1946. 

The United States maintains 
40,00i3 troops. Defence Depart- 
ment civilians and military depen- 
dents at the six bases. Schrager 
said the United States is seeking 
:o maintain access to some of the 
military facilities. 

‘They will be Philippine bases 
to which the U.S. would hope to 
have some access as it has with 
other countries around the 
world.” Schrager told reporters 
Thursday. 

Meanwhile angry students 
taunt dub-wielding police with 
chants of “U.S. bases out." 
American officials issue dire 
warnings of bombings and assas- 
sinations by anti-bases extrem- 
ists. 

Opponents of the bases paint a 


picture of a growing discontent 
with the 40.000 Americans. 

However, a survey last March 
by the Aieneo University found 
that 35 per cent of the 1,200 
Filipinos polled nationwide were 
unaware that the United States 
maintains bases here. 

Only 18 per cent wanted the 
bases either phased out or closed 
immediately. Forty per cent sup- 
ported keeping the bases inde- 
finitely. 

Despite sizeable pro-bases 
sentiment, no Filipino politician 
of national status unequivocally 
supports retaining the bases’, 
which U.S. officials claim pump 
$1 billion annually into the eco- 
nomy of this troubled country. 

That illustrates the political 
realities in a country which calls 
itself democratic but whose pub- 
lic policy is derided by a few 
people in Manila. 

Over the years. Filipino 
nationalism has come to be de- 
fined as standing up to America 
and its most visible symbol — the 
bases. 

For bases critics, the issue has 
little to do with national security, 
economic impact or the country's 
relationship with the United 
States. Japan, Singapore and 
other nations that rely on the 
facilities. 

Unlike the Japanese. West 
Germans and others who host 
U.S. facilities. Filipinos perceive 
no external military threat. Last 
year. Mrs. Aquino' said the pre- 
sence of the American forces not 
only failed to deter Japanese in- 
vasion in 1941 but doubtless 
prompted attack. 

Gosing the bases would be an 


assertion of sovereignty against 
the United States, which many 
Filipinos believe still exerts 
.powerful influence over their 
country more than 40 years after 
independence. 

“You must understand that 
other Asian peoples, the Sing- 
aporeans, and Japanese and the 
Koreans, can deal easier with the 
Americans because you were 
never their colonial master,” said 
one Asian diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

“For the Filipinos, it’s diffe- 
rent. The old relationship of ruler 
and tbe ruled is a heavy psycholo- 
gical burden.” he said. 

Support for the bases would 
brand a politician as an “anti- 
nationalist” unpatriotic tool of 
the former colonial power. 

For many Filipinos, it is an 
article of faith that the United 
States interferes in Philippine 
affairs to guarantee keeping the 
bases. 

That view was reinforced by 
Washington's longtime support 
for the late President Ferdinand 
Marcos. Despite alleged U.S. 
sponsorship of democracy, the 
Americans tolerated Marcos' rep- 
ressive rule, apparently to main- 
tain their bases here. 

Opposition to Marcos, there- 
fore. took on the added character 
of opposition to the bases. Many 
of those in the forefront of the 
anti-Marcos struggle now bold 
key positions in the administra- 
tion. congress and the media. 

The bases have become so sym- 
bolic of American “intervention” 
that any U.S. move is seen as a 
bid to retain tbe installations. 

When Washington ushered out 
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Marcos to Hawaii in the 1986 
“people power revolution,’’ 
many saw the move as a cynical 
bid to gain support in the new 
government for the bases. 

Last December, U.S. jets flew 
cover for pro-Aquino forces 
against military mutineers seek- 
ing to topple her. That too was 
widely interpreted as a bid to 
pressure her into keeping the 
bases. 

During a devastating earth- 
quake last July. U.S. troops 
rushed to stricken cities to help in 
relief operations. Residents of 
the quake-stricken city of 
Cabana man joked that the bases 
would remain forever because the 
government simply could not 
function without them. 

“The current talks betweeen 
the Philippines and the United 
States should usher in a new 
relationship between the two 
countries,” said Rev. Joaquin 
Berms. 

“For tbe Philippines, it should 
be a major step m the direction of 
greater self-reliance and not con- 
tinuing dependency,” he added. 



Workers uncover 
$1O0m treasure in 

Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Seven Egyptian 
workers found a centuries-old 
treasure of gold coins in old Cairo 
which antiquities experts said was 
worth more than $100 million. 
The seven failed to report the 
find and divided the board 
amongsttbemselves but were dis- 
covered after one tried to sell his 
share in the gold market, police 
said. Police, who 'recovered the 
treasure, said the workers came 
across an amphora — an ancient 
two-handled day pot — filled 
with some 2,700 coins of 24 carat 

gold wfle renovating a building. 
The pot was hidden behind a wall 
in an historic building in Cairo's 
old quarter near Al-Azhar, one 
of the world’s oldest seats of 
Islamic learning. Cairo television 
later showed the coins which ex- 
perts said dated back to the Mern- 
louki Dynasty, which ruled Egypt 
from the 12th to the 16th centur- 
ies. Experts quoted by Cairo 
newspapers said tbe treasure was 
worth 270 million Egyptian 
pounds ($100 million). AU the 
workers have been arrested and 
charged; police said. 

Truck driver gets 
shocking surprise 

TERAMO. Italy (AP) — A truck 
driver who went to a brothel 
expecting a discreet dalliance in- 
stead came a shocking surprise — 
his wife. It turned out the 
woman, a homemaker by day, 
had been working as a call girl by 
night unbeknownst to her hus- 
band. The story was recounted in 
La Stampa newspaper of Turin. 
According to the account, a 
friend gave the 35-year-old truck 
driver the address of an exclusive 
bordello in Teramo in central 
Italy and recommended he ask 
for a particular woman working 
there. “After a half-hour wait, 
when he finally obtained the pro- 
hibited meeting, the woman he 
dreamed of and whom he knew 
y by her working name turned 
to be hiS'wffe, housewife by 
day, high-class call girl by night,” 
the newspaper said. The report 
said the wife tried to run away, 
but the husband caught her. She 
filed charges against him after he 
hit her, the newspaper said- 

Hire a power 
briefcase, impress 
the boss 

CHICAGO (R) — A leather 
goods shop said 6n Tuesday that 
local business people have begun 
luring $1,100 briefcases as power 
symbols they can snap open to 
impress others when they sit 
down for meetings. “Even with a 
well-cut suit, silk tie and a $50 
haircut, all eyes around the con- 
ference table will eventually focus 
on your attache.” said the shop, 
Chicago Trunk and Leather 
Works. “That's the moment 
when you’ve got to hit them with 
the power briefcase." For $100, 
the hirer gets three days' use of 
“a knock-your-socks-off, top-of- 
the-fine, hand-crafted, leather- 
lined. belted-leather $1,100 Hart- 
mann with solid brass locks,” the 
shop said. Manager Jerry Lekas 
told Reuters that several 
businessmen have hired brief- 
cases. “You could tell when peo- 
ple walked in," he said. "They 
had the suit but realised they 
couldn't take their banged-up 
briefcase into the meeting. If you 
can rent a tuxedo, why not a 
birefcase?" 

Fans keep Hendrix 
memory alive 

RENTON, Washington (AP) — 
Twenty years after his death, Jimi 
Hendrix still packs *em in. They 
don’t come in large numbers at 
any one time, but they come. 
Some bring guitars or flowers, 
and some spend time at his grave, 
strumming. “The crowds here 
have mellowed a bit,' as has the ■ 
mood of the country,” said Hank 
Kerns, general manager of 
Greenwood Memorial Park, 
where Hendrix is buried. "Once 
in a while they’ll leave a beer can, 
but we’re careful to get it picked 
up right away." Kerns said the’ 
number of visitors to Hendrix's 
grave has Increased during the 
past few years. Hendrix tied at 
age 27 in London on Sept. 18, 
1970. According to coroner's re? 
cords, he died when he choked on 
his vomit. A non-letbal amount 
of barbitnates was found in his 
system. “Forever in our hearts,? 
reads his headstone, which in- 
cludes an electric gui t a r carved in . 
bas-relief. There is fittle to indi- 
cate the pyrotechnics] elan of his 
playing, which stunned listeners 
with its passion and te chni cal 
expertise. 





